
Al l  Saints  Lutheran Church 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wiseman I would do my part; 
yet what I can give him—give my heart. 
“In the Bleak Midwinter” #294 ELW 

 

T 
hese words from this Christmas carol resonate deep within me, and 
have for many years.  So, often I feel my gifts, my presence, what I can 

offer truly make no difference.  AND yet, we are told over ‘n over ‘n over 
again how important each of us are to our God.  Maybe what I have to give 
is exactly what is needed in the moment and will bring about a measure of 
healing for someone. 
 

As we begin this new year in our personal lives and in the life we share at 
All Saints, I ask each of us to be in prayer and listening closely for the call-
ing of the Holy Spirit.  Most of us will not be the ones who initiate big waves 
of changes in our world, country, state, or city.  BUT we can bring about a 
change in our neighborhoods, families, and homes.   
 

These past few years I have felt unable to comprehend the complexities of 
the world, our country, and our government.  Therefore, I have thrown up 
my hands in despair and muttered “whatever” and gone about my life.  To-
day, I feel a renewed sense that I am called to be and do something.  Truly, 
I am not sure exactly what that means other than I am to make a difference 
for others.  I can “give my heart” and then see what happens next. 
 

All Saints continues in discernment as we begin this new year.  When we 
gather at the corner of McKee and Chapel Valley Road, where is God lead-
ing us?  When we lift our voices in song and prayer, are we listening as 
much as we are talking?  When sit around the table with others, what is 
God saying?  When we listen to the voices of our children, do we hear God’s 
voice?   
 

Stepping out in faith is not easy, especially that first step.  Once we are in 
motion, keeping the momentum going is the challenge.  May the prayer we 
all pray is “use my heart” and see what happens next.  I know we will be 
surprised at how God uses each of our hearts. 
 

See you in church, 
Pastor Naomi 
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As I help compile the All Saints Annual Report and reflect on the events of 2017, one thing stands 

out to me. We are who we are because of the service of our volunteers. When I think of All Saints I 

certainly think of it as my church for weekly worship, but even more I think of the smiling faces I’ve 

served with throughout the years. That fellowship is what brings me back, and our regular, intention-

al and meaningful service together is what grows our relationship with God. What could be more im-

portant than that? Therefore, I’d like to thank YOU. I want to thank everyone who got their hands 

dirty helping with landscaping and those who got soaked washing dishes after lively potluck meals. I 

want to thank the new teachers who faced their fears about leading Sunday School classes and 

those who heed the call to lead children year after year after year. I thank the leaders of Council and 

our ministries who think about All Saints 24/7 (like I do), and I thank those who participated with the 

little time they had available. I thank everyone who helped change the sign messages (weekly!) and 

everyone who lovingly decorated the building throughout the seasons. I thank those who served me 

communion and our wonderful musicians for elevating my worship to new heights. I thank the kids 

for cracking me up and their parents who gave up extra sleep on Sunday mornings to bring them 

here. I thank the Lord for my family, my health, my blessings, and I thank Him for you. Here’s to an-

other great year of serving our Lord together!  

Voices .  .  .  
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FROM  OUR  M IN I STRY  COORDINATOR ,  JEN  BARAKAT . . .  

F I NANC I AL  G I V ING  

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and stewardship.  We received are still accepting faith 
pledge cards!  This helps All Saints plan and prioritize next year’s budget.  If you are interested in 
pledging for the 2018 calendar year, please return your card  as soon as possible so it can be in-

cluded in budgeting.  Additional cards are located  outside the church office near the giving box. 
 

2018 Offering Envelopes2018 Offering Envelopes2018 Offering Envelopes2018 Offering Envelopes    are available in the the church office for you to take home.  If you would 
like to know about electronic fund transfer (EFT), please contact the Heather at 276-7729 or email:  

office@allsaints-madison.org. 

    

Winter Weather Winter Weather Winter Weather Winter Weather 

GuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelines    
 

 Assume worship at All 
Saints will go on as scheduled. To 
check on weather-related cancel-
lations, call the All Saints’ office at 
(608) 276-7729 and listen to the 
recorded message or refer to the 
All Saints website at www.allsaints
-madison.org for a notice of any 

schedule changes. 

  Are you missing a blazer?  
Or a men’s tie?  How about a 

pair of wedge sandals?   
 

Please come look in our lost 
and found!  Our lost and 

found is located above the 
coat rack outside the church office.   

 

Anything not claimed by February 1st  
will be donated to Goodwill. 



Al l  Saints ’ News & Notes.  .  .  

A.D. meets on Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall from 9:45-10:30 a.m. between first and second 

service.   

         All are welcome!   Upcoming events include: 
 

Jan. 21:    Annual Congregational Meeting 

     Sanctuary 
 

Jan. 28:    MOSES -   We welcome a panel of formerly incarcerated people who will share their  

   experiences finding work when returning to the community. 

 

Feb. 4:       Coffee and Q & A with council  

In our Prayers… 
 

God’s resurrection peace to the family of Sue Martinson, Ava and Drew Zyhowski at the passing of 
Sue’s dad, Willis Martinson, on December 18th…  To the family of Dave and Margie Rem at the death 
of Dave’s sister, Ruth Thickpenny, on January 8th...  To the family of Dave and Kirsten Scott at the 
death of Dave’s mother, Edith, on January 8th…  And to the family of Carol Eisele at the passing of her 

sister, Dianne, on January 13th.   We pray for God’s peace and promise to lift and guide them. 
 

Prayers of healing for those in need… spiritually, emotionally and physically.  We pray for Tom and 

Hans.  Give them the hope and courage they need each day.  Comfort and strengthen them. 
 

Thank you to Don and Rita McCord, Jim Sewell and Roxie Kriesel for dismantling our Christmas 

decorations and preparing the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for epiphany. 
 

Thank you to Karin Hanson and Naomi Garber for their time and talent in decorating the sanctuary for 

Epiphany. 
 

Prayers for an All Saints Vacation Bible School team to shepherd this learning and outreach ministry in 

June.   

ADULT  D I S CU S S ION :  A .D.  

• Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter articles are typically due the first Monday of the month to Heather in the church office 
at office@allsaints-madison.org.  The February date is Monday, February 5th.  Items are subject 

to editing due to space availability. 

• If you would prefer to receive your newsletter electronically through email rather than through 

mail, please send your email address to: office@allsaints-madison.org. 

• Congregation Council Meeting Approved Minutes Congregation Council Meeting Approved Minutes Congregation Council Meeting Approved Minutes Congregation Council Meeting Approved Minutes copies are available outside the church office. 

• For a calendar of church eventscalendar of church eventscalendar of church eventscalendar of church events, please visit: www.allsaints-madison.org. 

 

• Want to know what’s happening in our synod in South-Central Wisconsin?  Contact Communica-
tions & Event Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to have the weekly ‘What 

Matters’ newsletter delivered via email. 
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TH INGS  TO  KNOW  



Thank you to all the musicians who shared their talents with us for Special  

Music Sunday.  At the classic service, Grace Gast, Sean Hemstad, Heather 
Quartaro and Yana Avedyan performed with  Nancy Pokorney leading and the 

All Saints Choir providing responsive songs after the readings.  During the  

New Song service, Mikhail Horne, Trina McPeake, Camille Tisdol, Kris  

Warner and Melanie Wulfekuhle shared their musical gifts with the congregation.  We are so blessed 

by your willingness to share your talents with us! 

 

All Saints Music Ministry welcomes vocalists and musicians to join  

our various ensembles at any time! 

 

For Adult Choir, Handbell Choir or Joyful Noise, please contact Nancy Pokorney at  

(608) 827-6426 or pokor@chorus.net.  

For the New Song band, please contact Melanie Wulfekuhle at  

(563) 608-3303 or melanie.wulfekuhle@gmail.com. 

 
Additional thanks to Jim Sewell and Carol Eisele for coordinating our Fellowship Time.  Cookies, 

crafts and fellowship were enjoyed by all.   

Thank youThank youThank youThank you for your prayers and financial giving to and through All Saints. General Fund offerings 
through December, 2017:              
 

             2017 Actual Giving         2017 General Fund Budget 
       General Fund    $236,924.76                            $255,417.00  
 
            Actual Giving since Fall, 2014      Three-Year Faith Promises 
       Building Fund    $398,634.02       $388,592.00 

SPEC IAL  MUS IC  SUNDAY ,  DECEMBER  17TH   

THANK  YOU  TO  THE  CONGREGAT ION !  

In  Thanksgiving .  .  .  
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NEW  MEMBERS  
We welcome new members, Sean Hemstad and Grace Gast to our All Saints community!  Sean and 
Grace have both been active with our music ministry, playing cello and flute, respectively.  They have 

also joined our bell choir and Sean has joined the choir.  Please join us in welcoming them! 
 

All Saints’ mission is to “Know, Follow and Share Jesus”.  When you say yes to becoming a mission 
partner, you are a part of this community.  You have been called into a community to serve Christ and 

neighbor. 
 

Interested in becoming a mission partner at All Saints?  Please contact Pastor Naomi Garber 
(pastor@allsaints-madison.org) or the church office (office@allsaints-madison.org) for information and 

to receive a membership form. 



Volunteer  Opportunit ies  .  .  .  

JO IN  THE  A/V  PRO J ECT ION  TEAM !  

                    “To Know, Follow, and Share Jesus”  

Projectionists play a key role in our Sunday morning worship services by advancing the projected 
slides and monitoring the sound.  Volunteers are especially needed for the 10:45 a.m. New Song ser-
vice.  The time requirement is 9:45-11:45 a.m. on Sunday a month and training is definitely availa-
ble.  For questions, contact Ministry Coordinator Jen Barakat: jenbarakat@allsaints-madison.org, 

(608)276-7729, ext. 103.  We welcome you to the team! 

A L L  SA INT S  CH I LDREN ’ S  EDUCAT ION  LEADER SH I P  NEEDED !  

The Children’s Education Program at All Saints is wonderfully supported by our congregation. Sun-
day School classes maintain a steady attendance on Sunday mornings and the program brings you 
special events such as the Children’s Christmas Program and Vacation Bible School. It also encour-
ages inter-generational worship and promotes community service through a variety of service pro-
jects. As you might guess, a robust program such as this requires planning and leadership, so 
Heather Quartaro (Admin, 4K-6th) and Jen Barakat (Admin, 7th-12th) are seeking a third person to 

round out the Children’s Education Leadership Team. 
 

The ideal candidate for this team is someone who is prepared be hands-on in helping ensure the 
vitality and growth of our children’s education program. Join Jen and Heather for monthly meetings 
to lay out the annual activity calendar, coordinate upcoming events, assist with service projects, 
help recruit new teachers, consider new avenues for curriculum and more. Your passion for our pro-
gram and active participation on this team will ensure our program stays strong, fresh, fun and sus-
tainable through the years. The children are our future. Come, be a part of a team helping to ensure 

our future is bright! 
 

If interested, please contact Jen Barakat, Ministry Coordinator. 

WANTED :  VOLUNTEER  LEADER S  FOR  2 0 1 8  VBS  

All Saints Vacation Bible School has provided a lively, engaging and 
joyous opportunity for our elementary school aged children.  This pro-
gram serves as an important link between our church and the com-
munity.  In order to provide another high quality, successful program 
in 2018, we need members of our faith community to join us in not 
only running the program, but the planning and organization.  This 
includes promoting the program, recruiting volunteers and managing 

registration and payments. 
 

The dates for VBS 2018 are Tuesday through Thursday, June 12-14 from 5:30-8:00 pm.  This three 
day period will require more than 80 volunteers.  There’s something for everyone!  Come be a part 

of this uplifting week. 
 

We would love to hear from you and hope that you will prayerfully consider accepting a  role with this 
outreach ministry, as part of the leadership team , a volunteer with the program itself or as an at-
tendee.   For more information, or to offer your help, please contact Ministry Coordinator Jen 

Barakat at: jenbarakat@allsaints-madison.org, or (608)276-7729, extension 103. 



Sunday School resumed  on January 7th.  If your children have not yet 
joined us this year, please reconsider!  We have a lovely group of children 

and teachers and welcome additional participants! 
 

Why should I send my child to Sunday School? 

Sunday School is a time for kids to learn about Jesus at their level with lan-
guage they understand.  It grows their Bible knowledge and encourages 
spiritual growth.  You have all heard the old adage, “It takes a village to 
raise a child.”  All Saints is your village.  Sunday School is  a way for kids to 
build relationships with other kids in the congregation and get additional 
support and guidance from trusted adults.  It is a community within a com-
munity.  Our church benefits from your child’s participation as much as your 

child will benefit from the program.   
 

In Exodus we were told to rest on the seventh day (Exodus 35:2—Six days 
shall work be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a holy Sabbath of 
slemn rest to the Lord.)  All Saints embraces the opportunity to help your 

children get that rest.  Please consider joining us. 
 

Sunday School meets between services from 9:40-10:30 a.m.  The time be-
gins with Kids’ Worship for 4K-6th grade outside of Fellowship Hall while the 
older kids go right to their classrooms.  To learn more about our program, 
please contact Heather Quartaro (4K-6th grade) or Jen Barakat (7th-12th 

grade). 

To Know .  .  .  
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P L EA SE  J O IN  US  AT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL !  

A SH  WEDNE SDAY  WOR SH I P  

Wednesday, February 14th—7:00 p.m. 
 

Midweek Lenten Worship with Drama  
Begins Wednesday, February 21st—6:30-7:10 p.m. 

 

In this year’s Lenten drama, “Changes”, written and directed by Gary 
Kriesel, we follow three families as they face challenges and changes.  
Each week we will examine how our faith guides us through difficult 
times along with what it means to be a family . 

ANNUAL  MEET ING  JANUARY  2 1 S T  

NOTICE:NOTICE:NOTICE:NOTICE: Please mark your calendar to join us for the  

All Saints Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 21All Saints Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 21All Saints Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 21All Saints Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 21stststst....    
 

To encourage attendance at this meeting we will host one combined wor-
ship service at 9:30 am with the Annual Meeting immediately following at 
10:45 am. Coffee and refreshments will be served in the narthex during 
the meeting. All children (4K – 8th grade) will attend Sunday School classes 
hosted by camp staff from Lake Waubesa Bible Camp. Our high school stu-
dents will attend the meeting with the adults. For questions, please call the 
church office at 276-7729. 



In  the  Community.  .  .  

We are a member of the PEPartnership Alliance providing personal & household supplies to families in need. 
We provide, on a limited basis, the supplies not available through food stamps such as: 
• toilet paper, paper towels, kleenex 
• dish soap, laundry soap 
• baby supplies (diapers, baby wipes) 
• personal care items (soap, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes & toothpaste, razors, lotion) 
• feminine products (panti-liners, tampons, sanitary pads) 
    

What can we at All Saints do to help?What can we at All Saints do to help?What can we at All Saints do to help?What can we at All Saints do to help?    
All Saints is one of four churches that started the pantry in 2012.  We currently work in partnership with Arbor 
Covenant, The Church at Christ Memorial & Memorial UCC to fund & staff the pantry.  These sponsor church-
es include the pantry in their annual budget as well as take up offerings on occasion.  Additional ways that 
you can help include: 
• Bring in donations of productsdonations of productsdonations of productsdonations of products listed above. (A drop off bin is located next to the west doors near Fellow-

ship Hall.) Watch for “Product of the Month” & stock up of lots of one item! 
• Sponsor a product Sponsor a product Sponsor a product Sponsor a product by agreeing to a monthly donation that purchases a specific item.    
• We appreciate cash donationscash donationscash donationscash donations as we purchase supplies wholesale.  You can donate through All Saints, by 

mail (checks can be made payable to "Arbor Covenant Church" with GNPEP in the memo line), or online 
from our website through Paypal.  

• Volunteer your time! Volunteer your time! Volunteer your time! Volunteer your time!  Signup sheets in lobby or signup through website. 
• Organize a product driveOrganize a product driveOrganize a product driveOrganize a product drive through your job or another community organization. 
• Volunteer to be the All Saints pantry liaison. Volunteer to be the All Saints pantry liaison. Volunteer to be the All Saints pantry liaison. Volunteer to be the All Saints pantry liaison. Duties include: lifting up the pantry during announcements, 

post info about products, refill fliers in display & help find new All Saints volunteers. 
• Help us get more business & community sponsors by delivering sponsor packets. 
 

For more information: go to www.GNPEP.orgwww.GNPEP.orgwww.GNPEP.orgwww.GNPEP.org or contact Robin Cherwinka (member partner & pantry coordina-
tor) at 608-832-6388 or cherwinka@tds.net. 
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ST .  MARK ’ S  FR IDAY  MEALS  

GOOD  NE IGHBOR  PERSONAL  E S SENT IAL  PANTRY  

Every Friday people from a variety of backgrounds and circumstances eat a free noon meal in the 
basement of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  Four times a year, All Saints provides the manpower to 
support this program.  Volunteers help prepare and serve the meal in addition to providing assis-

tance with clean-up.   
 

Our next date to serve will be April 6th.  Helpers are needed for all, or part of, the shift from 10:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.  Mark your calendar and consider sharing your time with this ministry to the commu-
nity.  Please contact Denny Olin at deny.olin.100@gmail.com or call 277-8430 to sign up.  Thank 

you! 

 

PANTRY HOURS 

Fridays 

10 am—12 pm 
 

3rd Thursdays 

5:30-7:30 pm 
 

Arbor Covenant Church 

2509 McDivitt Dr.  

Fitchburg WI 53711 



 

For a calendar of All Saints’ activities, go to:  

www.allsaints-madison.org 
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Save These Dates!  
 

Jan. 21: Combined service 9:30 am 
 Annual meeting 10:45 am 
 Sanctuary 
 
Feb 14: Ash Wednesday worship 
 7:00 pm 
 
Feb. 21: Potluck & Lenten Worship 
 Potluck begins at 5:30 p.m. 
 Service begins at 6:30 p.m. 
  

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Interim Pastor8888888888..Pastor Naomi Garber 
Congregational Council President8888...Jeff Cherwinka 

         Phone:  770-6388; E-mail: jcherwinka@psl.wisc.edu 
Ministry Coordinator8888888888Jennifer Barakat 

(Office Hours:  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Mon-Thurs) 
Ph: 276-7729; E-mail: jenbarakat@allsaints-madison.org 

Congregational Care & Visitation888888.Gary Kriesel 
Phone: 608-770-7547; Email: treeman77@ameritech.net 

Adult Choir, Joyful Noise, and Handbell Choir Director88. 
Nancy Pokorney, Phone: 827-6426 

New Song Director8888...8888.Melanie Wulfekuhle 
E-mail: Melanie.wulfekuhle@gmail.com 

Accompanists8.888888Yana Avedyan-Lead Pianist, 
Nancy Pokorney and Kristin Warner 

Sunday School8..88.Heather Quartaro and Jen Barakat 
E-mail: hkquartaro@gmail.com 

Church Secretary8888888888. Heather Quartaro 
(Secretarial Hours: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Mon-Thurs) 

Phone: 276-7729; E-mail: office@allsaints-madison.org 
Childcare Staff Person.........................Chris Carollo-Zeuner  

(Sundays, 8:30-11:45 a.m.) 
Custodian8..888888.88..8.8.88.Steve Timm 




