
WHAT MATTERS . . . . . August 15, 2017 . . .     
News from Your Synod and Ministry Partners 

  
Bishop’s Convocation Fall Theological Conference 
for Rostered Ministers and Spouses  
 
Online Registration is OPEN! 
https://bit.ly/BishopsConvocation2017 
 
 
Monday and Tuesday, October 9 and 10  
The Abbey in Fontana, Wisconsin 
 
All rostered ministers and congregational presidents 

should have received in the mail an invitation from Bishop Froiland with a brochure outlining the details of this 
event.  While this event is for rostered ministers and their spouses, we have sent information to congregational 
presidents as it is important for congregational leadership to have what you need to approve your rostered 
ministers’ attendance at this event.  It is a synod expectation that all deacons and pastors attend this event. 
 
Until then, to help with your planning, please know that this year, this 
event will start on Monday morning (registration at 8:30 am) and end 
at 1:30 on Tuesday after lunch.  We will start at 9:30 am on Monday 
making travel on Monday doable for most; however, if you prefer, 
you may come in the night before and enjoy our reduced group 
rate at the hotel.  And new this year, for rostered with children, 
special attention has been paid to making childcare available!  We 
are listening to you and have selected this venue specifically in 
response to your feedback.  We are hoping that this will help our 
rostered ministers with children be able to attend.  This will not only be child care, but it will be fun care with 
planned, age appropriate activities!  See the brochure in your mailing for more details and the event website 
for more information…https://bit.ly/BishopsConvocation2017 

  
REGISTER NOW!  “Preaching Stewardship” Education Event - Hosted by Synod  
Tuesday, August 22 / 9:00 am-12:30 - St. Stephen’s, Monona 
DVD Presentation With Bishop Craig Satterlee and Discussion with Attendees 
  
The timing of this couldn’t be better as we approach what is in many congregations a 
season for heightened awareness of what it means to be stewards of all that God has 
created. 
 
On Tuesday, August 22, 2017 the SCSW Synod will host a free continuing education event 
on Preaching and Stewardship at   St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Monona (5700 
Pheasant Hill Road, Monona, WI). This event is free for all rostered leaders and will start 
with registration and refreshments at 8:30 am. At 9:00 am we will begin a  DVD presentation by 
Bishop Craig Satterlee of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod of the ELCA. Bishop Satterlee was Dean of the 
ACTS Doctor of Ministry Preaching Program and taught preaching at the Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago prior to being elected bishop. The presentation will last until approximately 12:30 pm. Lunch is not 
included. During this workshop, we will watch together a DVD presentation by Bishop Satterlee who will present 
some skills to help develop and preach sermons that can inspire and invite congregants to support the 
ministries of their congregations and the larger church.  We look forward to having you as part of the discussion. 
  
 *To register:  Contact Rhonda Marten in the synod office at rhondam@scsw-elca.org with your desire to register, 
your name and congregation.  

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA/  6401 Odana Road /  Suite 20 /  Madison, WI  53719 /  (608)270-0201 /  www.scsw-elca.org 
 



Communities United: Stop the 
Violence! Save Our Children Parade! 
On Saturday, August 26th, join Mayor 
Soglin, the Madison Police Department, 
local business and community leaders 
and members of the UW Marching Band 
as we march in solidarity against all 
senseless acts of violence, and support 
positive efforts in Madison that promote 
safer environments. A neighborhood 
breakfast will be served at Good 
Shepherd Madison, 5701 Raymond 
Road, from 8:30 – 10:00 am, followed by 
a community prayer and speaker at 
10:30. The parade begins at 11:00 am 

and we travel from Good Shepherd, down Raymond Road to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. All ages are 
welcome and participants are encouraged to carry banners, decorate bicycles or design floats. Breakfast is 
free and decorating supplies will be provided. 
 

	  	  
Are You a Lay Person Who Leads a Bible Study? 
Think about signing up for a diakonia class or two!   
Pastors…Who Will You Send?  Encourage a student today! 
  

 
Here’s what a participant in a Bible study had 
to say after the lay leader began participating 
in the diakonia program: 
 
“As you guide us through our lesson, I am ever so 
intrigued and awakened by the depth of your 
detailed knowledge of the writers of the Bible, and 
how you weave the stories and passages into 
relevance of our everyday lives. You present the 
Bible on a more personal level, and Gods word 
becomes real. “ 
 
For anyone interested in continued learning, note 
that it is just $60.00 for five sessions plus a minimal cost for books!  Register today.  Forms and other course 
descriptions are available at: http://www.scsw-elca.org/diakonia.aspx    Contact Coordinator Barb Zimmerman 
with questions scswdiakonia@gmail.com or call Barb at (608)535-0264.  
   

	  
Moving Worship Forward In A Time of 
Change - Next MDMT Event! 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 -  
HOLD THE DATE! 
 
This event will be led by the best of the 
best who will share exciting resources for 
leading congregational singing, music for 
lent including organ, band and choirs, songs from around the 
world, and songs to accompany ritual action.  A mailing with 
brochure is being sent from the synod office this week to all 

pastors and worship leaders and congregational 
presidents…watch for it!  Speakers include Jay Beech, Chad 
Winterfeldt & Mary Preus! 

Women of St. John’s gather around the kitchen table for 
a bible study led by Diakonia graduate. 

This event is for people who 
lead, plan, and participate in 
worship in your congregations 
and are looking for resources 
and ides as we move worship 
forward in a time of change!  



 
Dear sisters and brothers in ministry, 
  
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is only one month away, and I want to thank you for considering 
participation in the ELCA’s dedicated day of service. This year’s date is Sunday, Sept. 10, but if it’s not possible 
for your congregation to participate on that day, please consider another day for your service activities. 
  
As we observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we consider the words of Martin Luther: “A Christian is 
lord of all, completely free of everything; a Christian is a servant, completely attentive to the needs of all.” 
  
To help you plan, please visit ELCA.org/dayofservice for helpful resources including: 
• the 2017 toolkit 
• worship resource 
• posters and postcards 
• door hanger invites 
• bulletin inserts 
• T-shirts available through Old Lutheran 
 
The toolkit includes a section on advocacy-related service activities. Your congregation may want to consider 
sharing a message to local or national government leaders around timely issues such as hunger, care for 
creation, international assistance or migration. Optional template letters   Link: 
http://elca.org/en/Resources/GWOH-Sunday are included in the resource section that can be personalized 
with your participants’ reflections. 
  
If you haven’t done so already, please sign up your congregation for the day of service. Your registration helps 
us share and tell stories about the good work that we do together. 
  
We want to hear from you! Shortly after Sept. 10, please share with us your congregation’s activities. Send your 
stories and photos to LivingLutheran@elca.org so that together we can celebrate what God accomplishes 
through you. 
  
As we make plans for “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, we are reminded that the Reformation teaches us we 
are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. This is work you do in your communities every day, and we 
look forward to working together again this year. 
  
God’s peace, 

 
Christina Jackson-Skelton 
Executive Director, Mission Advancement 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 



Moving Deeper in Misison Together Event Schedule Change 
 
Due to a number of conflicts, the MDMT Event: The Nuts and Bolts of Congregational Leadership 
originally scheduled for August 19 has been postponed. This event will be incorporated into the 
Winter MDMT event, with many of the same planned workshops still being offered as well as 
some stewardship workshops too. As more information becomes available we will let you know. 
If you have questions, please contact DEM, Rev. Erik Jelinek at mailto:erikj@scsw-elca.org.   

  
  

 
 
Is a Building Project on Your Horizon? 
Is your congregation considering a building project?  Consider working with the Mission Investment Fund (MIF), 
the ELCA’s lending ministry.    
MIF loans finance a variety of capital projects—from new construction to additions and renovations, as well as 
land and building purchases and refinancing existing debt.  And the Mission Investment Fund offers expertise in 
church building and capital campaign consulting.   
For information on MIF ministry loans and investment opportunities: 

Visit mif.elca.org 

Contact MIF Customer Service at 877-886-3522 

Contact your MIF Regional Manager, Paula Kitt, at 773-682-2738 and paula.kitt@elca.org. 

 

Cut off day for Ordering T-Shirts is TODAY! August 15…Old Lutheran Says to 
Order This Week! 
 
Simply click on this link to The Old Lutheran website and order your t-shirts.  We are 
church together so wear yellow and say it loud okay! 
 
https://oldlutheran.com/collections/elca 
 
A variety of products are available as well, from caps to sweatshirts! 

 
  

Don’t Miss This Cool Opportunity - Host Your 
Own Augsburg Fortress Reformation Bookstore 
and Earn 20 Free Books for Your Church Library 
- Offer Ends today! August 15, so sign up now! 
 
For more information about this once in 500 
years opportunity, visit their site: 
 
http://bit.ly/ReformationBookStore 
 
 

 



Siebert Lutheran Foundation “Change or Die” Conference - Thursday, October 12 - Pewaukee 
information about the event including speakers: http://www.siebertfoundation.org/ChangeOrDie 
 
Siebert Lutheran Foundation's Annual Change or Die Conference provides an opportunity for Lutheran ministry 
leaders to network and learn from each other. The event is a safe place for assembling people and building 
relationships across the Lutheran denominations. In 2016, over 350 Lutheran ministry leaders joined us at the 
Country Springs Hotel & Conference Center to hear six speakers and panelists discussing Building Vital Faith 
Communities. Watch full videos of last year's presentations on the 2016 Change or Die web page. 
 
This October marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. At the heart of this movement was 
Martin Luther's rediscovery of the Gospel message. "The Word of the Lord Endures Forever" was the motto of the 
Reformation and still rings true for today's Lutherans - the message of the Gospel remains unchanged. However, 
our world would be unrecognizable to Martin Luther, so we must focus on staying relevant to reach those in 
need of Christ's love and redemption. 
 
As Siebert Lutheran Foundation continues to focus on growing the Body of Christ, this year at our Change or Die 
Conference we are presenting innovative ways to grow the church, reach all generations with the message of 
the Gospel, and procure resources to sustain the important work entrusted to pastors and ministry leaders. 
 
 

LUAD Is At The Ready to Help!  Do You Know of Anyone Needing Help After the 
Recent Storms? 

As you know, Lutherans United Assisting after Disasters (LUAD) is a SCSW-ELCA 
supported and sanctioned disaster assistance organization whose mission is to 
render disaster assistance services early following a disaster.  We render damage 
mitigation services (repairs or services that will minimize any further insult from 
weather); removal of soaked and construction materials to prevent mold; and 
many other services to assist families in their transition to as near a normal as 

possible while preparing for longer term disaster recovery. If you become aware of any survivors of 
the recent storms that could use additional assistance beyond what the community can provide, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.  Those receiving assistance only need to be survivors of disasters 
within the synod area and expressing a need for that assistance 

If you have any questions or have been made aware of need within your communities, please do not hesitate 
to contact LUAD: 

Dale Holmen, LUAD President                    (608) 513-2570                  holmendd13@att.net 
Bob Nelson, LUAD Secretary                       (608) 516-5655                  rnelson130@charter.net 
Mike Gourlie, LUAD Past-president          (608) 556-2012                    michael@gourlie.com 



 
BOLD STRATEGIES TO TRANSFORM YOUR CHURCH -                                
September 25 - September 28, 2017 - Lake Geneva 
Michael W. Foss serves as Senior Pastor of St. Mark Lutheran Church in West Des Moines, 
Iowa. The most published parish pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, he 
is among the top 10 spiritual authors available on Amazon.com, with titles including Power 
Surge, A Servant’s Manual; Real Faith for Real Life; The Disciple’s Joy; Reviving the 
Congregation (all from Fortress Press); and From Members to Disciples (from Abingdon 
Press).   
 
Called to identify, equip, and commission effective Christian leaders for the twenty-first 
century, Pastor Foss writes and speaks about effective congregational ministry, renewing 
judicatory vitality, and the power of discipleship to energize the church at large. His 

leadership has brought renewed vision, significant restructuring, and the empowerment of staff and lay 
ministers, and he consults widely with congregations, synods, para-church organizations, and other 
denominations. 
  
Pastoral leadership has always been challenging, but clergy and parish leaders today face unprecedented 
challenges, many of which simply didn’t exist a generation ago. The questions of ministry and leadership in the 
church today range broadly across the financial and the managerial, the spiritual and the 
interpersonal.    Bringing decades of experience in congregational life and leadership and a winsome style to 
the work, Foss offers a compelling introduction to the new context in which we lead, and the personal and 
congregational strategies that will offer a way forward. 
  
This fall Lutheran senior/lead pastor’s gathering for larger churches has now expanded its program to include 
associate pastors. 
·      This is a great place to bring (and meet) potential future leaders of our churches. 
·      There is a special whole conference discount price of only $150 for first time attenders (includes multiple 
meals). Registrants responsible for own room costs.   

• This midweek gathering (last week of September) is a great time to meet others, share in fellowship, 
network, grow & relax. Great location, outstanding prices, excellent program; well worth the time. 

Details at www.LargeLutheranChurches.com 
 
Planning Your Fall Programming?  Looking for Something Unique? 
The Synod’s Speaker’s Bureau is a great place to start! 
 
The synod’s speaker’s bureau, now in it’s third year, is a great example of how we 
are the Church together!  You will find many topics and speakers from which you 
can create your next council enrichment time, bible study, homily, confirmation 
program, women’s retreat and more.  Whether you are lifting up service to our 
neighbor, understanding cognitive challenges of our aging parents, discipleship 
through mission trips, being present in the moment through mindfulness 
meditation or wellness through yoga, you will find an expert in our synod who 
would love to spend time with your congregation to share their expertise and 
provide enrichment.     
 
You will work directly with our speakers to work out an experience that’s right for 
you.  Some of our speakers are even happy to fill your sermon time.  Find the 

information you need on the synod website:   Link:  http://www.scsw-elca.org/speakers_bureau.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OutReach Pride Parade - Madison - Sunday, August 20 - Starting from 
St. John’s - Madison 
  
All congregations and individuals from the synod are invited to participate in 
the OutReach Pride Parade on Sunday, August 20. The parade route is down 
part of State Street and around the Capitol Square. There are several ways for 
people to participate in the day’s activities. You and your congregation are 
invited to walk in the parade - bring your own banners & signs expressing 
pride, if you wish. There will be some materials provided on the day of the 
event if you would like to make a sign then.  We will also be sharing a booth 
near the Capitol if you would rather not walk the full length of the parade and 

sitting under a tent is more your speed.  This would also be a great place to give away trinkets, brochures, or 
other information you would like to share about your congregation or ministries.  
  
The tentative times are: 

• 11:00 - 11:45 - Sign making with other parade participants at St. John’s Lutheran Church (322 E. 
Washington Ave., Madison) or maybe at our booth space near the capitol, yet to be determined 

• 1:00 - March in the parade (line up begins at noon on State St.) 
• 12:00-3:00 PM - Gather at & staff the booth with RIC Lutheran churches, Bishop Mary Froiland and others 

from the synod 
  
If you have any questions or are interested in participating in any part of the day, contact Jill Ness for more 
details: 608-515-5909 or jilln@stjohnsmadison.org 
  
 

Leotha (Lee) Stanley and his beautiful wife/Tamara –  
Friday August 25th from 6:30 – 7:30 pm   
  
Join us for an end-of-the-summer gathering with your family, your sweetheart, 
your friends, or just by yourself - at Bethel Lutheran Church in the Sanctuary.  There 
will be a full hour of your favorite songs and music presented by Lee and 
Tamara.  Check our website for a link to his website. 
http://www.bethelmadison.org 
 
Lee is a talented musician and entertainer.  He plays jazz, spiritual, rhythm & blues 
and children’s music.  He has entertained at schools, The Kohl Center (Gary Lewis 
says “he brought the house down”), Bethel Horizons, weddings, banquets, and 
just about anywhere else he can find people that want to have a great time. 
  

Proceeds will be used to support a small mission church in Dorado Puerto Rico where Bethel hopes to finish an 
ongoing project on their property.  Tickets are $10 and can be purchased on the Bethel website and at the 
door on the night of the concert.   Donations are also accepted. 

 
St. Luke’s Middleton Invites You to A Special Event 
Sponsored by Men's Ministry, both men and 
women welcome! 

Tony Granato,  UW Men's Hockey Coach 

Wednesday, August 23, 7:00pm 
Tony is head coach of the UW Men’s Hockey Team, and was 
named the 2017 Big Ten Coach of the year.  He will share stories 
from his career as a professional in the National Hockey League, 
and as a coach. Tony started his collegiate hockey career at UW 
Madison and then played in New York, Los Angeles and San Jose. 

Tony was the head coach in Colorado, and assistant coach in Pittsburgh and Detroit. This is open to men, 
women and children. There is no charge for this don’t miss event.   

To register, please email Randy Riemer rriemer@stlukes-elca.org or call the church office, 831-6084     



Lutheran World Relief Boxcar Loading and Congregational              
In-Gatherings Are Coming!   
 
Attention all quilters and kit makers! The Lutheran World Relief In gatherings 
in our synod are scheduled as follows: 
 

Saturday, October 7 -  Time:  7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (note time change this 
year…only until 11:00 am)  
Wisconsin Southern Railroad Yard - 1890 E. Johnson Street - Madison 
 
These two congregations below are happy to take your kits to the boxcar loading 
if their location is more convenient for you.  Drop off times: 
 

Friday, October 6 - Time: 8:00 am - 12:00 noon 
First English Lutheran Church - 215 Pine Street - Platteville 
(You can also drop off at First in Platteville on Thursday from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm but 
call office first to make sure someone will be there to receive you - (608) 348-3022) 
 
Monday thru Friday, October 2 - 6  Time: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Grace Lutheran Church - 1025 15th Avenue - Monroe, WI 
The 13th Biennial Convention of the South Central Wisconsin 
Synodical Women's Organization 

 

 
This Year’s Theme:  Reformation!   
Keynote:  Luther’s Impact on Church & Society 
Saturday, September 23, 2017 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church -  Verona Campus (West) - 7291 County Highway PD, Verona, WI  53593 
 

• Keynote is Luther's Impact on Church and Society by Rev. Brad Pohlman from Luther Memorial, Madison 
• Bishop Mary Froiland is preaching for worship 
• Registration 8:00, Program starts at 8:45 am, Closing by 3:30 pm 
• All Women of the ELCA and guests are welcome.  Invite a friend. 
• Cost is $25, which includes a box lunch 
• Child care is available 
• Registration forms and workshop descriptions are available in the July Trumpeter.  Link to forms 

http://www.scsw-elca.org/Who_We_Are/WELCA/Trumpeter/2017-07Trumpeter.pdf  
• Registration forms are due by September 11 

 
Business meeting is on Friday, September 22, at 5:45 pm. Visitors are welcome. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Saturday Afternoon Workshops Options are: 
Reformation Places-a pictorial view of Luther’s Reformation, Behavioral Finance-Belief not Budget, Climate 
Change-The Real Story, Everyday Yoga, Healing & Forgiveness, Katie Luther-the runaway nun, My Super Power 
is Invisibility (Transitional Education Program for homeless children), Our Piece of the Racism Puzzle, Protecting 
Yourself from Fraud, UPAVIM Mission Trip, Women& Incarceration (Jail Ministry) 
 

For instructions and 
updates on kit contents, 
please visit the Lutheran 
World Relief Website at:   

 
https://www.lwr.org and 

click on 
“Get Involved." 



Also in the July Trumpeter are: 
• Luther Rose Trivet Opportunity - limited supply, $15 each 
• In-kind Gift Opportunities  
• Convention Scholarship Application - due August 14 - 4 are available to attend Saturday's program 
• Seminary and Lutheran College Student Scholarship Application form - due August 14 - 2 are available, 

$500 each, 1 scholarship to a woman student and 1 scholarship could be awarded to either gender 
• Synodical Board Nomination forms - due August 14 - 
• Resolution forms - due August 14 

 
If you would like to help with serving at the event, please contact Helen Sheahan at sheahan1@sbcglobal.net 
or 608-692-7553 
 
 

Do You Believe That Your Childhood 
Affected Your Adult Faith Life?  Find Out 
How at the Next  

Lutheran Men in Mission, 
“One Year to Live Retreat!” 
 
September 15-17, 2017  
MacKenzie Environmental 
Education Center - W7303 
County Road CS & Q - 
Poynette, WI  
 

This retreat has been life changing for attendees!  Join other men from this part of 
God’s church for inspiration, fellowship and fun.  For more information and to view participant testimonial 
videos:  http://www.lutheranmen.org  or call or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble:  (920) 763-3433 
 
  

Are you 50 years old or over?  Portico Offers Pre-Retirement Seminar 
While many adults over the age of 50 are thinking about retirement, 
everyone approaches this important stage in life differently. Some spend a 
lot of time in the planning stage, while others start planning with just months 

to spare. No matter where you are in the process, Portico’s daylong Pre Retirement Seminar can help.  And, the 
good news is we’re coming soon to your area! 
  
Date:  Friday, November 10, 2017 Location:  Saint Andrew Lutheran Church, 3200 N Mountain Rd, Wausau, WI   
  
Time:  Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., seminar runs from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  Register today and to see other 
seminar locations and dates, go to the following 
website:  https://myportico.porticobenefits.org/NewsEvents/Events/Pre-RetirementSeminars 
 
 
Reformation Festival Hosted by Luther Seminary and National 
Lutheran Choir -October 27-28 
 
Spend this Reformation weekend learning and reflecting on the 
future of our faith from leading scholars, theologians and musicians 
assembled by Luther Seminary and the National Lutheran Choir. 
Everyone from lay people to worship leaders can enjoy this two-
day festival filled with workshops and presentations by more than 
20 theologians and musicians. Other highlights include:  An 
optional Oktoberfest dinner followed by a premiere performance 
by the National Lutheran Choir of Holy Spirit Mass a new choral 
work commissioned for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.   A closing festive worship service at Central 
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, with ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton preaching and massed choirs from 
area churches along with the National Lutheran Choir.   A complete schedule, including registration 
information is available at: http://www.luthersem.edu/reformation 



 
 
Receive exciting stories of our ministry together, timely news updates 
and invitations to learning and ministry opportunities in the synod. The 
synod staff’s hope is to reach everyone in the pews with What Matters 
and Walking Together: Faith for Our Journey. Sign up online for synod 
e-news today!   http://bit.ly/SynodNews  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
2018 ELCA Youth Gathering Financial Aid - 
Deadline is August 31 

 
Financial Aid applications are now open for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. For more information and to apply 
for assistance through the ELCA visit the website at: http://elca.org/YouthGathering/registration/financial-
assistance   In addition to the financial aid offered by the ELCA, the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin is also 
offering 50, $50 scholarships for youth to attend the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering next year. These scholarships 
were made possible due to a generous congregational gift from Albany Lutheran Church in Albany, WI.  One 
(1) adult leader from each congregation may apply for scholarships for up to two youth per congregation 
beginning July 18 until August 31. Scholarships will be then awarded randomly by drawing and congregations 
will be notified and a check from the synod made out to The Gathering will be mailed to the congregation for 
you to include with your payment to the ELCA. Apply for the Synod scholarship 
here: https://goo.gl/forms/dju7ozfP6clTJvHc2 .  Note that financial aid awards are based on INDIVIDUAL student 
need, not congregational need. Please be aware of this when requesting aid for your youth as congregational 
financial status will not be taken into consideration as part of the financial aid status.   Any questions regarding 
financial aid, scholarships or the Gathering in general should be directed to our Synod Coordinator: Jason 
Poole-Xiong, Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison, (608) 257-3577, ext. 334,  jason@bethel-madison.org 
 
 

MUSIC MAKES A DIFFERENCE PRESENTS: 
Moors and McCumber 
August 18, 2017 
Ovation 309 Sky Club 
Doors @ 6pm  |  Show @ 7-9pm 
Generous Support provided by Ovation 309 
Tickets can be reserved by email:  
billzorr@musicmakesadifference.info 
 
Suggested donation of $15. 
Proceeds will support the musicians and the Bethel 
Lutheran Homeless Ministry.  

 
BYOBeverage, this venue does not sell drinks so feel free to bring your own beverages.  
  
Bill Zorr, a board member of Bethel’s Homeless Ministry, has started a nonprofit that seeks to support musicians 
as well as local charities. Music Makes a Difference is hosting an event August 18 that will showcase folk 
musicians Moors and McCumber with proceeds from the event benefiting Bethel’s Homeless Ministry. Tickets to 
this “Listening Concert” are limited. If interested in attending or supporting the event 
contact billzorr@musicmakesadifference.info.  
 
Moors and McCumber create that rare chemistry that happens when two gifted singer-songwriters and multi-
instrumentalists perfectly complement each other’s strengths, a modern day version of Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young. 
 



 
Oakwood Lutheran Senior Ministries will be hosting a Job 
Fair on Thursday, August 24, 2017.   
10:00 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm.   
The job fair will consist of onsite job interviews that will be held at 
both Prairie Ridge (5565 Tancho Drive) and University Woods (6165 Mineral 
Point Road).   Hiring for various positions – RNs, LPNs, CNAs, Resident Assistants, 
Dietary Aides, Cooks and More.  Full and part-time work available.  Call 230-
4336 for more information. 

 
 
Positions in Our Synod    
 
We are happy to help promote your positions.  Please submit 100 words or less to Vicki Hanrahan, Synod 
Communicator, email: vickih@scsw-elca.org   Please notify Vicki when the position has been filled so that we 
can keep this list and the synod website current. Thanks! 
 
Part-time Bookkeeper/Accountant - First Lutheran Church, Beaver Dam 
First Lutheran Church in Beaver Dam is looking for a part-time bookkeeping and accounting staff member. 
Flexible hours. Interested candidates may contact Pastor Joy Mortensen-Wiebe at 920-885-4497. Applications 
will be available in the church office and by emailing:  pastorjoymw@gmail.com   (08/08/17) 
 

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Walworth, Seeks Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries.  
This person is responsible for administration and management of children, youth, and family ministries with  
oversight of Pastor and support from the Youth Education Committee. This position includes responsibility for   
Christian Education Classes on Wednesday nights, Vacation Bible School (VBS), supporting programing for junior 
and senior high youth, and events for multi-generations. Regular attendance at staff meetings as well as 
Sunday morning worship and Wednesday night worship, when offered, is expected. The expectation is an 
average of 60 hours a month with a monthly stipend of $1080 - $1200 based on experience. A full job 
description is available by emailing Rev. Elizabeth Lee at pastor@felcwalworth.com.  (08/02/17) 
 
 
Midvale Community Lutheran Church, Madison, WI seeks Director Of Hand Bell Choir  
The director is a salaried position based on 3-5 hours/week from late-August through May. Responsibilities 
include coordinating and leading the Hand Bell Choir during scheduled weekly rehearsals and during worship 
at least once per month from September to May, including worship on Easter and Christmas Eve. Interested 
applicants should send a cover letter and resume to Pastor Blake Rohrer at blaker@midvalelutheran.org  by 
August 20. A full position description is available on the church website www.midvalelutheran.org or by 
contacting the church office (608) 238-7119.  (08/01/17) 

 
Part-Time Youth and Family Ministry Director – New Hope Lutheran Church (Blanchardville / Hollandale) 
Seeking an individual gifted in working with youth and who values cross-generational learning and social 
opportunities to coordinate faith formation for youth and families. We are looking for an individual who has a 
heart for sharing God's love with all people.  The desired candidate will work with the pastor, staff, and 
volunteers to plan and carry out faith formation experiences for youth and their families.  Experience working in 
a church setting or in education is helpful. This position is 15 hours/week and while hours are mostly flexible, work 
on Wednesday evenings and Sundays is required.   Application deadline Aug. 18.  A full job description is 
available at newhopelutheran.info (08/01/17) 

 
Executive Director, Bethel Horizons Camp & Retreat Center 
Bethel Horizons, a ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church-Madison, is seeking an Executive Director. The position of 
Executive Director of Bethel Horizons is responsible for all operations at Bethel Horizons to include shepherding its 
vision, managing staff, managing fiscal stewardship, fundraising and marketing. The Executive director should 
be grounded in the Lutheran tradition of the Christian faith and have a passion for proclaiming the Gospel and 
serving others in the name of Christ.  The candidate should have experience in camp and retreat center 
management, bringing a contagious energy, enthusiasm, and a willingness to share with the broader church 
and community.  The ideal candidate should have experience in financial development, people management 
skills, be comfortable with working with multi-generations, cultures, and socio-economic groups and have the 



ability to work effectively with a Board of Directors. For a full job description and information 
visit: www.bethelhorizons.org/who-we-are/employment/  (07/11/17) 

 
Part time, flexible work is now available at Oakwood Lutheran Senior Ministries in various areas.   
Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge	  on the east side of Madison has a Dining Room Coordinator (32 hours every two 
weeks), Housekeeper (80 Hours every two weeks), Dietary Aid II (72 hours every two weeks) and a Resident 
Assistant (75 hour PM) opening.  Oakwood Village University Woods on the west side of Madison has a number 
of Certified Nursing Assistant,	  Resident Assistant, and LPN/RN openings available. University Woods is located off 
the bus line.	  Competitive pay and benefits.  Teenagers (must be 16 yrs old) welcome to apply. Apply today 
www.oakwoodvillage.net (06/20/17)	  
 
Seeking a part-time Organist/Pianist - Springdale Lutheran Church, Mt. Horeb, WI                                               
Help build our music ministry!  Seeking someone to play organ and/or digital piano/keyboard part-time Sunday 
mornings with availability for weddings, funerals and other special events.  Guitar or other instruments and work 
with vocalists a plus!   This is a paid position, based on experience. Send resume and cover letter to Springdale 
Lutheran, 2752 Town Hall Rd., Mt. Horeb WI 53572, or secretary@springdalelutheran.org.  (05/10/17) 
 

Youth Program Director – Two Steeples Parish (Springdale Lutheran & West Blue Mounds Lutheran, Mount Horeb) 
TSP is seeking an organized, energetic individual who has the passion in sharing God’s love with children, teens 
and their families.  This position is 32 hours/week, Sunday mornings and some evenings are required.  The 
desired candidate will develop and implement a comprehensive approach for youth faith education, youth 
participation in local community and nation-wide ministries.  Experience working in a church ministry and/or in 
education is desired. View the full job description and obtain job application at www.twosteeples.org or 
contact the church office (608) 437-4393  (05/10/17) 

 
Executive Ministry Assistant, First Lutheran Church, Lodi, WI                                                                                           
This position serves as administrative support and ministry partner to Senior Pastor and lay administrative 
leadership and plays a key role in vision communication and implementation through social media and for 
weekly worship. The EMA assists with the congregation’s stewardship ministry including key financial 
operations/donor base management. In consultation with Senior Pastor, the EMA utilizes and manages the 
church management system, Church Community Builder, to coordinate FLC’s 1) mission partner process from 
first-time guest to mission partner, 2) discipleship in small group community, 3) gifts-based service, 4) Sunday 
morning mission partner/guest tracking and follow up.  Hours: 16.  Interested applicants should send a cover 
letter and resume to Pastor Mike Lee, First Lutheran Church, 206 Pleasant Street, Lodi, WI, 53555, or via 
email: mlee@firstlutheranlodi.org.  (04/25/17) 

Oakwood Lutheran Senior Ministries is now hiring for a number of departments. Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge 
on the east side of Madison has a Dining Room Coordinator (32 hours every two weeks), Housekeeper (80 Hours 
every two weeks), Dietary Aid II (72 hours every two weeks) and a Resident Assistant (75 hour PM) opening. 
Oakwood Village University Woods on the west side of Madison has a number of Certified Nursing Assistant, 
Resident Assistant, and LPN/RN openings available. We offer competitive pay and benefits.  University Woods is 
located off the bus line.  Apply today www.oakwoodvillage.net   (03/14/17) 
 
Part-time Piano Player/Choir Director – St. Paul (Mayville) 
St. Paul, Mayville is seeking a part-time piano player to accompany and direct our adult choir. This is a flexible 
part-time position which would require some Sunday commitment.  To inquire further, please contact the 
church office at stpaulmayville@gmail.com.  (12/1/16) 

 
Director of Music Part-Time Position – West Middleton Lutheran Church (Middleton) 
Seeking a dedicated director of Christian music to plan, select music, develop, rehearse, and lead our choir 
and praise team. Will be responsible for the music program and supervision of musicians working in 
collaboration with the pastor and Worship and Music Committee and for recruiting and developing new 
members to participate in the choir and praise team. The director must have a musical background that 
demonstrates the capability of leading our music program and pass a background check. Looking for a 
creative, enthusiastic, team player with a sense of humor who is committed to the excellence of worship. 
Contact us at 608-833-5815 or admin@wmlchurch.org    (11/8/16) 

 
Pianist/Contemporary Worship Music Leader - Christ Lutheran - Stoughton 
Christ Lutheran Church in Stoughton, WI is seeking a pianist to play weekly for our contemporary worship service 
through May 7, 2017. This position will also include one weekly rehearsal with the praise band. We are looking 



for someone to be a part of a team of musicians. Position is open immediately. Pay is based on $25/hour, but is 
negotiable. Please e-mail lkunz@clcstoughton.org Contact: Linda Kunz, Christ Lutheran Church, 700 County 
Road B, Stoughton, WI 53589. Website: http://clcstoughton.org  (11/22/16) 
 
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator- Our Savior’s (Sun Prairie) 
Seeking a passionate, self-directed individual to serve in a newly created position charged with nurturing the 
faith journeys of families with young children. The position will be 10-15 hours a week. Please contact Pastor Tim  
Hansen for a job description and instructions for submitting an application at:  jobs@oslc-elca.org(07/26/16) 
 
FROM THE WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (WCC) 
View Employment Opportunities from WCC member denominations here and around the state. 
 
 

  
Support the Work of Your Synod and Your Church! 
The synod offers an on line donation opportunity 24/7/365 through the synod website. Our mission to care for, 
connect and equip the congregations of our synod to be the hearts and hands of Jesus cannot happen 
without you!  You can donate to Synod Ministries where needed most, Synod Endowment fund, Refugee 
Resettlement, Fund for Leaders, ELCA World Hunger, ELCA Disaster Response, LUAD, Latino 
Ministries, Campus Ministry, and more.  

To give online, go to: 
https://scsw-elca.org/donations/mobile/ 

or click on the QR 
code using a barcode reader app on your smart phone.  

The “Donate” button appears at the top of the synod website. You can also use the QR code shown here.  
Your financial offerings are so very much appreciated!   
   
 

Reconciled in Christ Synod -  
One of the resolutions that we passed at synod assembly re-affirms us as a 
Reconciling in Christ Synod.  If your congregation would like to 
acknowledge this in your communications, you will find this to be the official 
logo.  If you would like assistance with the process of becoming a 
Reconciled in Christ congregation, please contact Bishop Mary at the synod 
office.  maryf@scsw-elca.org or call 608-270-0201 

 
 
 

At-A-Glance Future Synod Events:   
 
Please see the Congregational Events page on the Synod’s EVENTS page of the website for 
more events that will be hosted by congregations of our synod.  Thanks!  http://www.scsw-
elca.org/congregational_events.aspx 
 
August 19 - MDMT “Nuts and Bolts of Congregational Leadership” - Rescheduled to Winter 2018 - Date TBD 
 
August 22 - Preaching Stewardship - St. Stephen’s (Monona) 
 
September 15 - 17 - Lutheran Men in Mission One Year to Live Retreat (Poynette) 
 
September 16 - Moving Deeper in Mission Together - Worship Event - Our Savior’s (Sun Prairie) 
 
September 21 & 22 - Interfaith Community Clergy Train-the-Facilitator Event - The Journey 
 



September 23 - Women of the ELCA Biennial Convention - Good Shepherd (Verona) 
 
Bishop’s Convocation 2017 – Monday, October 9 – Tuesday, October 10 – Abbey Resort – Fontana, WI 
 
Planning Ahead?  Future Dates 
 
Synod Assembly 2018 – Saturday, May 5 & Sunday, May 6 – Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells 
 
For a listing of more synod-wide events, visit: http://www.scsw-elca.org/events_synod_wide.aspx 
 
 
Updates on Congregations in the Call Process and Rostered Leader Updates  
Call process and roster changes are updated on the synod website monthly. Please 
keep these congregations and rostered leaders in your prayers.  
Link: http://www.scsw-elca.org/congregations_in_transition.aspx 
 
 

 Worship with Holy Communion Every Thursday at 
12:00 noon at Synod Office 
 
Each week, we gather as an invited Christian 
community around word and bread and wine created by God in 
Christ.  Please join us!  The gospel is shared by a rostered minister of 
synod staff or by different ministers in our synod each week. Please 
join us in our inviting chapel for this mid-week time for worship that 
will leave you restored and renewed!  Bring a friend, bring your 
child(ren) and bring your brown bag lunch as we enjoy fellowship at 
12:30.  Our address:  6401 Odana Road, Suite 20, Madison 
 

PRAYERS 
Of sympathy for Retired Pastor, Rev. Rich Johnson on the death of his father, Ken Johnson.  We are awaiting 
funeral arrangement information.  Please keep Rich and his family in your prayers.  May the promise of the 
resurrection bring them comfort and peace. 
 
Pastors and Congregations in our Synod:  

§ Rev. Julie Krahn and the members of Bethlehem in Portage 
§ Rev. David Froemming and the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Potosi 

 
Neighboring Synods: 

• Bishop Paul Erickson and the congregations of the Greater Milwaukee Synod of WI, ELCA  
 
Churchwide Partners:   

• Mr. Phillip Harris, ELCA General Counsel, Office of the Secretary, at the ELCA Lutheran Center, Chicago 
• Rev. Neil Harrison, A Program Director, congregational Renewal, Domestic Mission, at the ELCA Lutheran 

Center, Chicago, IL 
 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Ordination during this 
coming week:  

• Kirsten Curtis, August 16, 2014, St. Martin’s Lutheran, Cross Plains, Curtis.kirsten4@yahoo.com 
• Steven Ekblad, August 19, 1979, Retired, Janesville, steven.ekblad@gmail.com 
• Nicole Espe, August 10, 2008, Primrose Lutheran, Belleville, nespe@tds.net 
• Barry Hoerz, August 20, 1989, Vermont Lutheran, Black Earth, bhoerz@gmail.com 
• Peder Johanson, August 20, 2010, Bethlehem Lutheran, Brodhead, johanson.peder@gmail.com 
• James Schwarz, August 16, 1964, Retired, Madison, jbschwarz1@gmail.com 
• John Shep, August 19, 1973, Retired, jnpshep@aol.com 
• Michael Short, August 19, 2001, First English, Platteville, felcpastor@centurytel.net 

 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Commissioning or 
Consecration:  None this week.   
 



May these ministry leaders continue to be blessed for service! 
 

Like Us on Facebook and you’ll share in awesome ministry by congregations in 
your synod, share great ideas and be inspired with selected scripture from your 
synod staff.   South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
 

Remember, when you see this symbol, this is a news item that should be put in your congregational 
newsletters!  Thanks for your partnership.  
 

Share your news.  If you have something you would like considered for publication in What Matters, send it 
to Communications & Event Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, at vickih@scsw-elca.org.  
 
Visit our website:  www.scsw-elca.org 

 
Following Jesus, who commanded his followers, ‘Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another,’ and believing that all persons are created in the image of God, the South-Central Synod of 
Wisconsin, ELCA, strives to be fully inclusive for all. This synod welcomes people of every race, 

background, age, political affiliation, economic and social status, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, and mental and physical ability, while striving to enable all people to participate fully in 

the life and work of the church and its expressions. 


