
WHAT MATTERS . . . . . July 10, 2018 . . .     
News from Your Synod and Ministry Partners 

 
Following is an educational piece and part one of a three-part series offered by Bishop 
Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld on the role of Deacons in this synod and in God’s church.  

 
Part 1 - Deacons in SCSW: An Introduction to Ministers of Word and Service 

We are blessed to have Deacons in this synod – persons who have been 
answered God’s call to participate in divine mission by engaging in a call 
to Word and Service.  Over the next few issues of What Matters, we will 
share some information about this roster of dedicated persons who serve 
the church.  With special thanks to Deacon Carol Schikel who wrote 
Welcome to our Deacons! Wait, what?  What’s a Deacon?, let us begin to 
learn something about this roster of servant leaders from her. 
 
“When the ELCA was formed in 1988 it established three rosters: pastors, 
deaconesses, and associates in ministry. In 1993 a roster of diaconal 
ministers was added, and the first were consecrated in 1995. These 
rostered leaders are called through the ELCA to serve congregations as 
well as through other officially called ministries. Some on each of the rosters 
of the ELCA are chaplains, therapists, musicians and cantors, seminary faculty 
and administrators, social workers and churchwide and synod leaders.  

At the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly changes were made to the three 
rosters of lay leaders. As of January 1, 2017, those who have served on the lay rosters as associates in 
ministry, diaconal ministers and deaconesses are now part of one unified roster of ‘Ministers of Word and 
Service,’ and are called deacons. The other roster of the ELCA continues to be known as “Ministers of 
Word and Sacrament,’ called pastors. 

The ministry of the diaconate, that is of deacons also called ministers of Word and Service is recognized 
by churches throughout history and around the world. The earliest deacon of the Bible was Stephen. The 
ELCA continues to seek to honor the significance of deacons serving at the intersection of church and 
world, bringing a sharper focus to the ways the church responds to the needs of people. Our new roster 
more closely aligns with the global church, providing clarity and empowerment to those the church calls 
to serve.”  (When the ELCA forming this roster of lay ministry, it also puts us in congruence with our full 
communion partners: The Episcopal Church, The Presbyterian Church (USA), and the United Methodist 
Church.) 

The word "deacon" means servant, or one who serves.  The word is used in a non-gendered way as has 
become more common in many cases over the last few years.  For example, we no longer refer to those 
who serve in restaurants as waiters and waitresses  but rather, whatever their gender, they are servers.  
Looking at the biblical witness we even see St. Paul in Romans 16:1, state “I commend to you our sister 
Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae.”  (NRSV) 

More next time. 

 

Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld 
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WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES  
On the Misuse of Scripture to Justify Injustice - The members of the WCC, which includes all ELCA 
synods in this state, "have covenanted to 'pray and work together for the unity and renewal of 
the church and the healing and reconciliation of the world.' That means, whenever possible, we 
will strive to give clear expression to the Christian faith that unites us, especially when that faith 
has been publicly perverted or maligned, and stand with the weak and powerless when they 
are being exploited, maltreated or neglected...." See also the WCC study guide on "Becoming 
Welcoming Communities - Immigration Reform." https://www.wichurches.org/programs-and-
ministries/becoming-welcoming-communities-immigration-reform/  
 
 

 

ELCA WORLD HUNGER - Domestic Hunger Grants 
2019 Domestic Hunger Grants' Application NOW OPEN!  
 
Click this link to learn more about the grants, how to apply and how to attend a webinar 
reviewing the grant process (webinar July 19).  
 
http://www.elca.org/domestichungergrants 
  
 

  
 



 WHAT MATTERS INTRODUCES MISSION MOMENTS! 
 

We have listened and are responding.  You appreciate hearing Mission Moments at synod events, so we 
thought we would provide you with some of these in writing in between our events.  Each week, What 
Matters will lift a few stories and updates from our ministry partners and synod ministries.  Together we are 
doing What Matters in God’s kingdom! 
 
ELCA CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 
Off The Square Club Works with Neighbors to Foster 
Change Within Community 
Fresh towels are something most of us take for granted. For 
members at Lutheran Social Services’ Off the Square Club in 
Madison, towels are a luxury. More than half the club 
members are homeless. With the addition of a shower thanks 
to ELCA congregations in the South Central Synod of 
Wisconsin, along with various corporations, foundations and 
generous individuals, club members have access to shower 
facilities. 
 
This welcome addition brought with it a new challenge - 
providing fresh towels for clients. When Hampton Inn and 
Suites, of the Raymond Management Company, in downtown Madison learned of this challenge, they 
were determined to help LSS.  
 
Hotel Manager Michael Luehrs and Assistant Manager Nicki Kelly came up with a plan to begin donating 
towels to Off the Square Club. Now two years later, Off the Square club receives three deliveries of towels 
from Hampton Inn and Suites Housekeeping Staff each week, with 25 towels in each delivery. Lutheran 
Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan thanks that staff at Downtown Madison’s Hampton Inn 
and Suites for their commitment to meeting the needs of their neighbors. 
 
Madison Area Urban Ministry Mission Moment 

 
Lakeview Lutheran Church (Madison) Received Madison Area 
Ministry (“MUMz’) Visionary Award! 
 
Congratulations to Lakeview Lutheran Church!  As the synod office 
was reading through the MUM newsletter, we saw that Rev. Dean 
Kirst accepted the Visionary Award on behalf of the congregation.  
Lakeview received this award for their early support of Just Bakery 
through in-kind contributions of $25,000 annually for program space, 
for their long-term commitment as host to The Road Home, for their 
community food pantry, and for the many other ways they 
contribute to the community. 
 

Many of our congregations are walking together and are now supporting the efforts of Just Bakery by 
inviting them to sell their baked goods at your congregations.  We are grateful to Lakeview Lutheran for 
helping to make this ministry possible.  Well done faithful servants of Lakeview Lutheran!    
 
For more information on Madison Area Urban Ministry:  http://emum.org/ 
For more information on Just Bakery:  http://emum.org/what-we-do/justbakery/ 
For a full story on Just Bakery, see the synod’s e-magazine, Walking Together,  
http://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/WalkingTogether2016Summer-Fall.pdf 
 



Rostered Women’s Gathering- Thursday, July 26 - 9:00 am 
We hope you may find time to gather with your colleagues in July.  Our rostered women's 
gathering will be on Thursday, July 26th at 9 a.m. and Jennifer Jelinek will be hosting us at 
Grace, in Cambridge. The address is 501 Skogen Road. Come and enjoy the company.    
 
  

 
Free Sunday School Curriculum Available! 
St. John’s (Sauk Prairie) is looking to give away some Gospel Light Sunday 
School Curriculum that is no longer being used. Ages Preschool through 4th 
grade.  Available are all of the teacher guides, but some of the kids activity 
pages are incomplete. Please email Pastor Sally Williams 
(sally@stjohnsaukprairie.org) if you would like the complete inventory. 
 
 
 

 
Lutheran World Relief In Gathering - Saturday, October 13 - 7:00 
am - 11:00 am - Wisconsin Southern Railroad Yard  

Attention all quilters and kit makers! 
This date just came in from our 
regional coordinator, Bob Topel.   

The Lutheran World Relief In-
gathering will be held on Saturday, 
October 13 from 7:00 am - 11:00 am 

at the Wisconsin Southern Railroad Yard, - 1890 E. Johnson Street - 
Madison. 

Watch What Matters for Additional In-gathering locations! 

 

 
 
 

For instructions on boxing 
up your kits, please visit the 

Lutheran World Relief 
Website at:   

https://www.lwr.org and 
click on 

“Get Involved." 



Are You Wondering What Your Congregation Can Do to Help With the Situation at The Borders? 
 
We are united in our concern for the safety and support of those most vulnerable at our borders and 
appreciate your interest in getting involved. Here are some links to excellent information that will help to 
understand what we, the ELCA, are doing to address those on the margins and how your congregation 
might get involved:  ELCA AMMPARO Strategy - "Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities" 
 
Link:   https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/AMMPARO/Learn-More 
 
CALL TO ACTION GUIDE FOR CONGREGATIONS:   
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/AMMPARO_ActionGuide.pdf?_ga=2.1072335
46.982184929.1530566514-
843214092.1528235952&_gac=1.52642588.1530566514.EAIaIQobChMIrdDWyKyB3AIVCwBpCh0zWwZuEAAY
ASAAEgIAFfD_BwE 
 
MORE IDEAS:  https://www.elca.org/Resources/AMMPARO#ForSynodsAndCongregations 
 
 
 

Bethel Series Pilgrimage to the Holy Land - February 22 – March 3, 2019 
 

Join Reverend Jeff Quinto, Bethel Series Executive Director, and his wife Toni on 
ten life-changing days in the Holy Land, February 22 – March 3, 2019, on the 2nd 
Annual Bethel Series Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

You will visit: Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jericho, Nazareth and Sea of Galilee 

You will:  Walk where Jesus walked.  You will swim in the Dead Sea. You will dance 
on a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.You will pray at the Garden of 
Gethsemane where Jesus prayed for God to “let this cup pass from me, . . . .” 
 
Twenty-five faith-filled believers like you will see the Scriptures and their Bethel 
Series lessons come alive.  Download brochure: 
http://www.bethelseries.org/media/wysiwyg/Bethel/pilgrimage/Pilgrimage2019.p
df 

The cost of the trip, inclusive of airfare from either New York or Chicago, is $3,590 
based on double occupancy.  Breakfast and dinner each day in the Holy Land 
are included.   

As this is a limited opportunity at an excellent price, we expect to fill the twenty-
five spots quickly.  

If you are interested in joining us, call the Bethel Series office at Bethel Lutheran 
Church 608-579-5700. 

 
 
 

Toni	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Mt.	  of	  Temptation	  
where	  Satan	  tried	  twice	  to	  tempt	  Jesus	  	  

Jeff	  &	  Toni	  drinking	  from	  Jacob’s	  Well	  
where	  Jesus	  met	  the	  Samaritan	  woman	  

at	  the	  well	  



Clergy Leadership Group Starts July 25 - Eight Sessions Once A Month 
Through Samaritan Center 

The Samaritan Center of Southern Wisconsin, announces a Pastor Leadership 
Seminar for all area clergy. The Seminar's goal is to improve leadership skills for 
today's ministry. Clergy present case studies of challenging situations in their 
churches, which require their leadership. Participants then receive peer 

feedback for fresh perspectives. Some readings, specifically focused on pastoral leadership will be 
discussed. 

A Family Systems Theory Model will also be utilized. The agenda for the group includes case leadership 
presentation and book discussion along with other topics determined by the participants. 
The leadership seminar will be led by Dan Feaster, executive director and pastoral counselor of the 
Samaritan Counseling Center. Sessions will be held on Wednesdays once a month, from 11 AM -2 PM 
(working lunch) for a total of eight sessions.   
  
For more information or to register contact: 
Dan Feaster Phone: 608-663-0763 ext. 200 E-mail: dfeaster@samaritancounselingcenterwi.org 
Samaritan Counseling Center 
 
 
 

BISHOP INSTALLATION - AUGUST 18, 2018 at 2:00 pm  
First Lutheran Church (Janesville) 
 
Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld will be installed on Aug. 18 at First Lutheran 
Church in Janesville, Wisconsin.  Please hold this date for this holy and 
historical occasion!  A reception will follow the service at the church. 
 
Formal invitations were sent last week to all rostered and to all 
congregations.  Everyone in the synod is invited!  There will be ample seating 
and parking.  Pastors and Deacons are invited to vest & process.  The color 
of the day is red. 

 
 
Sing with the Synod Children’s Choir at Bishop’s 
Installation on August 18 - Sign up by July 22 at the 
latest! 
 
An all-synod children’s choir is being assembled for our 
bishop’s installation, held on August 18th at First Lutheran 
Church in Janesville. Open to all children and youth 
ages 7-18, the group will present one piece during the 

service. Rehearsal materials and instruction will be sent out to all participants. A rehearsal is planned for 
the morning of the event and lunch will be provided. All available singers are encouraged to participate 
in this historic event- please contact Carrie Enstad at  enstad.carrie@gmail.com by July 22nd, for more 
information and to sign up.  
 

 
NEEDED for HOSPITALITY for Bishop’s Installation Reception 
Can Your Congregation Help? 
We invite congregations to participate by contributing food items for the reception: 
cheese and sausage platters, vegetable trays, and bars. Please contact Jeanie 
Pomplun, Office Administrator at First Lutheran, office@flcj.org, 608-752-7434 if your 
congregation can help.  Thank you. 

 
 



 

 
 

“ Bridging Borders: Geography, Culture, Race” 
 
    Offered by SCSW Racial Equity Ministry Team 
 
Pastor Mary Pharmer lived in El Paso, on the Tex/Mex border for the first 3 months of this year.  She 
volunteered in a house of hospitality for immigrants coming across the border from Mexico and Central 
America.  Eager to share stories of this time, she has prepared a visual presentation to share at the Racial 
Equity gathering.   
 
Sunday, August 12  Time:  4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Place:  New Life Church  - 7564 Cottage Grove Road - Madison       *Free will offering  
 

 
Remember to also join us on July 29 FROM 4:00 - 6:00 PM  
Part Two of Our Series on Our State Incarceration System:  
 “Justice Through the Lens of the Cross.”   
 
Panel Discussion Led by Former Jail Chaplain, Rev. Christa Fisher 
 
Please join us for "Incarceration and Sacred Space" – an interfaith 
conversation about sacred space within a fortress of fear.  How are 
individuals and community formed or deformed by sacred space – 
a place for worship, learning, healing, beauty, and sanctuary? 
These and other questions will be addressed by a panel of people 

with direct worship experience within the Dane County Jail. Plans for the new jail do not include a 
designated multi-faith sacred space.  Come learn why the blue print must be amended and how you 
can help make this happen.  It is vital and urgent that you attend this event and bring at least one friend if 
not your whole congregation.  A prize will be presented to the person with the most guests!  It’s that 
important! 
 
Sunday, July 29  Time:  4:00 - 6:00 pm   
Location: New Life Church - 7564 Cottage Grove Road -Madison 
 
Wish you could have attended past Racial Equity events?  You will find videos of previous 
presentations on the synod website	  	  
LINK: http://scsw-elca.org/ministries-and-partners/racial-equity/ 
 



Big Read: Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism - Join In 
This Synod-Wide Read! 
 
“Just as Jesus defied Herod and then continued on with the work of liberating 
healing and justice-filled shalom, so too must Christians subvert every way that our 
society’s racial hierarchy is allowed to exist. This subversion must happen first and 
foremost in the church.”  Drew Hart, Author 
  
This fall, Advent Lutheran of Madison would love to have participants in your 
congregation join a multi-congregational inter-denominational BIG READ of Drew 
Hart’s book Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism, with 
the opportunity and resources for a variety of events and ways to engage. The 
book is very accessible and engaging for what is not an easy topic, and we have 
recently confirmed for the author to be here for the conclusion of the Big Read the 

weekend of December 1 & 2. 
  
Order books at http://store.mennomedia.org/Trouble-Ive-Seen-P4634.aspx. Let them know you’re part of 
the MCC (Madison Christian Community) ordering, and you’ll receive 40% off the cover price, so books 
are only about $10 each!  
  
Contact Pastor Nick Utphall at mccnick@tds.net for more information or to let him know you’re interested! 

 
  

Lutheran Men in Mission -  
“One Year to Live Retreat For Men”   
 
September 21-23, 2018  
MacKenzie Environmental 
Education Center, Poynette, 
WI 
 
Register today – space is 
limited. Early registration 
discounts available until 
August 21, 2018 

 
This retreat has been life changing for many 
attendees!  

Join with men of all ages seeking to follow the guidance of Proverbs 27:17. 
 
Excellent kickoff for a small group of men from the same church or neighboring churches. 
For more information and to view participant testimonial videos: http://www.lutheranmen.org/events   
Call or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble: (920) 763-3433 with other questions. 

 
 

COMMUNICATION MATTERS - New Link for Synod News Sign Up!	   

Keep Your Members Connected to Synod News!  The Old Link is No 
Longer In Use Due to Changes to our new website.    Please change the link 
you have published on your websites and in your newsletters to the following 
text:  

Stay connected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our 
synod!  To sign up for synod news, please email Synod Communicator & Event Manager, Deacon Vicki 
Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What Matters.”    

Thank you for your partnership! 

Discover	  the	  answer	  at	  the	  One	  Year	  to	  Live	  Weekend	  Event!	  	  	  



CAN WE DO IT?!  WILL YOU HELP US REACH OUR GOAL?!   
This week our total is at $5,257.58 toward our goal of $6,000.  This is 
our last week to accept donations to reach our goal to help feed the 
hungry with the bike ride for hunger!    Just $742.42 needed! 
 
Donations are still being accepted and much appreciated!  Please send your 
donation made out to SCSW and put “Hunger Ride” in the memo.  All donations 
support ELCA World Hunger.  Thank you! 
 
Send them to:  South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA; 6401 Odana Road, Suite 

20; Madison, WI  53719. 
 
See the Synod’s facebook page for lots of photos of this year’s event! 
 
 
Summer Outdoor Family Movie Night - THIS SUMMER! 
Our Saviors (Sun Prairie)    
You are Invited to This Community Event! 
 
Bring the whole family to three wonderful movies this summer. 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church at 550 Lincoln Dr Sun Prairie will 
open the parking lot to the public, foo	  d trucks from Let's Eat 
Out and a wonderful family friendly movie on a huge screen 
with a great sound system! 
 
Thursday July 26th -  8:30pm -  Wonder 
Thursday August 23rd   -  8pm  -  Ferdinand 
 
The money raised from the food trucks and free offering will benefit a community clothing ministry, 
C.A.R.D.S Closet.  
Questions? Contact Coordinator Tonya Koskelin 608-213-6014 
 

“Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership”  
  with Ruth Haley Barton 
 
September 16-18, 2018   Green Lake Conference and Retreat Center 
 

Ruth Haley Barton is an award-winning and sought after teacher and 
conference speaker!      
 

“I’m tired of helping others enjoy God.  I just want to enjoy God for 
myself.” 
 

With this painful admission, Ruth Haley Barton invites us to an honest 
exploration of what happens when spiritual leaders lose track of their souls.  
 
Jesus indicates that it is possible to gain the whole world but lose your own soul.  If he were speaking to us 
as ministry leaders today, he might point out that it is possible to gain the whole world of ministry success 
and lose your own soul.  So how do you know if it’s happening to you? 
 
In the Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership retreat, you will assess the state of your own soul and 
explore practical ways of forging a stronger connection between your soul and your leadership.   
 
Topics include: 



*  solitude as the place of our own spiritual seeking 
*  responding to the dynamics of calling 
*  spiritual rhythms in the life of the leader 
*  leading from your authentic self 
*  facing the loneliness of leadership 
*  cultivating spiritual community 
*  discerning God’s will together and more! 
 
Who Should Attend: 
*  Pastors & Deacons 
*  Leaders of Ministry Organizations 
*  Denominational Executives 
 
Retreat Location:   
Green Lake Conference Center 
W2511 State Road 23 
Green Lake, WI  54941 
 
Co Sponsored by: 
*  South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA 
*  Christ Lutheran Church (DeForest, WI) 
*  Transforming Center 
 
Cost:  Registration $150 includes all materials, refreshments and teaching for the entire retreat. 
Rooms;  $102 to $103 per night.  Recommended booking private, unshared room, to give more uninterrupted time to 
your relationship with God.  Call GLCC to book room:  920-294-3323 by July 16.  Reference booking number 13758.   
Meals:  5 reasonably priced group meals: 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch and 2 dinners for a total cost of $60 for meals. 
For More information or to register:  https://strengtheningthesoulofleadership.org/event/strengthening-the-
soul-of-your-leadership-retreat/ 
 
Additionally, you can call or email Jane Cahill Wolfgram at 608-438-5358   
email:  jane@cahillwolfgram.com   or  Rev. Sue Beadle at 608-461-3981 
email:pastorsuebeadle@gmail.com 
Check out the Green Lake Conference Center:  http://glcc.org/index.html 
 

 
You’re Invited to Lawn Concerts  
at Oakwood Village  
 
  
  

 
What:       Evening Under the Oaks Concert Series   
Where:     Oakwood Village – University Woods, 6205 Mineral Point Road, Madison, WI 53705 
Parking:   Park in the surface lot 
When:      Friday nights at 6:30 pm 
Cost:        Free 
RSVP:       To Beth Johnson, 230-4487; beth.johnson@oakwoodvillage.net 
Other:      All concerts will take place outdoors on the Tabor Oaks Patio  
                 Bring a blanket or lawn chair 
                 In case of inclement weather, the concert will be moved indoors to the Arts Center.   
  
Friday, July 13– Dimensions in Sound  Dimensions In Sound consists of the traditional instrumentation of the 
big band era: saxophone, trombone and trumpet sections, keyboard, guitar, bass and drums. The band’s 
17 musicians perform big band music of the 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s, as well as polkas, waltzes, holiday and 
rock selections. 
  
Friday, July 27– Madison Brass Band   Its musical style is based on British and early American traditions. The 
Madison Brass Band from Madison, Wisconsin is a 30 piece brass and percussion ensemble using 
traditional British Brass Band instrumentation. 



  
Friday, August 10– Red Hot Horn Dawgs  2018 is their 19th season playing and they’re going as strong as 
ever.  Enjoy their spirit of playing fun and recognizable music while putting on an entertaining show. 
  
Friday, August 24– Brass Knuckles   Brass Knuckles is brass quintet featuring two trumpets, horn, trombone 
and tuba with percussion. The group plays a very wide range of musical styles, from classical to Broadway 
to Pop. 
 
 
Positions in Our Synod    
 
We are happy to help promote your positions.  Please submit 100 words or less to Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, 
Synod Communicator, email: vickih@scsw-elca.org   Please notify Vicki when the position has been filled 
so that we can keep this list current. Thanks! 
 

Director for Evangelical Mission for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Listed 
on ELCA Job Board   

The DEM call for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin is now listed on the ELCA job 
board.  Anyone on the Word and Sacrament roster who is interested can go to the job 
board to apply.   

Link:  http://bit.ly/ELCAJobBoard   Join the synod team!  If you have questions, contact Bishop-Elect 
Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld at 608-270-0201.  

 
Accountant Position at Bethel Lutheran Church (Madison) 
Accountant will coordinate the financial operations of church and affiliated ministries.  Manage   
operating budget, produce reports, review payroll, complete journal entries and bank reconciliations.  
Position between .8 time and full-time, to be determined.• Bachelor’s degree in finance, accounting, 
business administration or related field. Masters’ degree in Finance or Business Administration an asset. 
CPA a plus.• Five years of related experience with non-profit organizations. Email cover letter and resume 
to Jerry Buss at jerry@bethel-madison.org. Applications reviewed beginning June 22nd. Applications 
accepted through June 29th.  Salary: $45,000.00 to $60,000.00 per year plus benefits.  (07/03/18) 
 
Youth Director (Part-time) - East Koshkonong Lutheran Church (Cambridge) 
East Koshkonong is please to offer an opening for a part-time Youth Director to engage and expand the 
ministry of our church and community. The ideal candidate will develop and implement a comprehensive 
approach to youth ministry while serving as a leader and role model of the congregational youth. For a 
full job description and application instructions, please see our website at 
http://www.eastkoshkonong.org/ Applications will be processed as they are received, with the position 
being filled as soon as possible.  (07/03/18) 
 

Director of Life-Long Faith Formation - Bethel Lutheran Church (Madison) 
Works with pastors and teams to direct Christian Education.  Responsible for developing ministries that 
nurture Christian discipleship in children, youth and adults. Supervises Coordinator of Youth Ministry. 
Position is .8 to full-time.  Salaried with benefits. Applicant will be person of faith with knowledge of 
Lutheran theology.  Minimum of BA in Education; Preferred: BA in Christian Education or MA in Children, 
Youth and Family Ministry; or equivalent. Email cover letter and resume to Jerry Buss:  jerry@bethel-
madison.org by July 6, 2018.  Desired start is August 1, 2018.  Full position description at www.bethel-
madison.org/employment-opportunities.  (07/03/18) 
 

Financial Secretary - East Koshkonong (Cambridge) 
The Financial Secretary will process the financial information for the East Koshkonong Lutheran Church in 
an accurate and timely manner, while ensuring proper accounting principles are applied.  A complete 
job description is available at www.eastkoshkonong.org  (07/03/18) 
 

 
 



Coordinator of Middle and High School Youth Ministry - Bethel Lutheran Church (Madison) 
Works with Director of Faith Formation, pastors and ministry teams to lead Confirmation, retreats, mission 
trips, service projects and community building. .8 to full-time, salaried position with benefits. Qualifications: 
BA in Education, Youth Ministry or related field; or equivalent. Christian with strong faith who is enthusiastic 
and creative in leading youth ministry.  Demonstrated capacity to relate well to people of all ages. Apply 
by July 6, 2018. Send cover letter and resume to Jerry Buss:  jerry@bethel-madison.org.  Desired start date 
is August 1, 2018.  Full position description at https://www.bethel-madison.org/employment-opportunities 
(07/03/18) 

 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry, Good Shepherd (Madison/Verona) 
Director will be responsible for building a community of faith for and with 6th – 12th grade students and 
their families at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. This is a full-time position responsible to the lead pastor, 
and involves creating, developing and implementing ministry opportunities for youth to participate in 
education, fellowship, worship, and service. This position also requires the director to build relationships 
with individual youth and their families. Resumes and cover letters may be sent to Rick Blum, Director of 
Administration, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 5701 Raymond Rd., Madison, WI 53711, or emailed to 
him at rblum@gslcwi.com.   (06/19/18) 

 
Director of Music Ministry, Midvale (Madison) 
Midvale Community Lutheran Church, Madison, WI, seeks a director of music ministry. This position is 
responsible for coordinating music for all regular worship services and special services.  The coordinator 
works collaboratively with the Worship Committee, MCLC music staff and the pastors in establishing the 
vision and broad direction for integrating music within the worship services and in creating a cohesive 
program of liturgy and music. The position is part time, approximately 6-8 hours per week. For a full position 
description, please visit the church website: http://midvalelutheran.org/welcome-midvale/work-midvale . 
To apply send a cover letter and resume to Pastor Katie Baardseth at katieb@midvalelutheran.org              
by July 22.   (06/14/18) 

 
Handbell Choir Director, Central Lutheran (Edgerton)                                                                                             
Central Lutheran Church is looking for a Handbell Choir Director. The Handbell choir plays during the 
school year on an average of one weekend a month. If you have any questions or would like an 
application, please contact Central Lutheran at 608-884-9418 or email at centrallutheran01@hotmail.com   
(06/05/18) 

Part-Time Church Secretary – Shepherd of the Hills (New Glarus) 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church is seeking an individual for six hours per week to provide a 
welcoming, confidential, and positive environment for all visitors to the church office.  Main duties include 
preparing worship folders, the monthly newsletter, and maintaining church records.  Excellent language 
skills and knowledge of Microsoft Publisher and Word are preferred.  Please email the Rev. Gene Talley at 
revtalley@gmail.com for details.  (05/30/18) 

 
Lutheran Peace Fellowship (LPF) Seeks National Coordinator   
A key leadership position, and LPF’s much-appreciated paid staff member. The ideal Coordinator has a 
passion to eliminate violence, inequality, and militarism, and a commitment to nonviolence.  He or she will 
work with members to build awareness of peace issues, encourage member involvement, plan and lead 
peace education, advocacy, and outreach activities, develop resources, and nurture leadership. 
Applicants should send a letter, resume, and contact info for 3 or 4 references to: Lutheran Peace Fellowship, 
1710 11th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122-2420 or email:   lpf@ecunet.org.  For a full Job Description, see 
https://www.lutheranpeace.org/articles/position-announcement/  and/or call:  206.349.2501 (05/22/18) 
 

Director of Music – St. John’s Lutheran – Prairie du Sac 
St. John’s is seeking an individual who will serve as our organist and choir director.  The position is 18 
hours/week.  Major responsibilities are to play for Sunday worship and conduct three choirs (two adult 
choirs and one youth choir).  Position opens July 1, 2018.  Applications can be sent to Rev. Fred Rilling, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 100 Oak Street, Prairie du Sac, WI, 53578.  You can find the full job description by 
following this link http://www.stjohnssaukprairie.org/director-of-music-job-description/  Contact Rev. Fred 
Rilling at fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org for more information.   (04/05/18) 
 
Part-Time Youth and Family Ministry Director – New Hope Lutheran Church (Blanchardville / Hollandale) 



Seeking an individual gifted in working with youth and who values cross-generational learning and social 
opportunities to coordinate faith formation for youth and families. We are looking for an individual who 
has a heart for sharing God's love with all people.  The desired candidate will work with the pastor, staff, 
and volunteers to plan and carry out faith formation experiences for youth and their families.  Experience 
working in a church setting or in education is helpful. This position is 15 hours/week and while hours are 
mostly flexible, work on Wednesday evenings and Sundays is required.   A full job description is available 
at newhopelutheran.info (10/12/17) 
 
Wisconsin Council of Churches Employment Opportunities 
https://www.wichurches.org/resources/employment-opportunities/ 
 
At-A-Glance Future Synod Events:   
 
Please see the Congregational Events page on the Synod’s EVENTS page of the website for 
more events that will be hosted by congregations of our synod.  Thanks!  http://www.scsw-
elca.org/congregational_events.aspx 
   
July 29 - “Justice Through the Lens of the Cross” - Racial Equity Event - New Life (Madison) 
 
August 12 - “Bridging Borders: Geography, Culture, Race” Racial Equity Event - New Life (Madison) 
 
August 18 - Installation of Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld - First Lutheran Church (Janesville) 
 
September 16 - 18 - Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership Retreat - Green Lake Conference Center 
 
September 22 - Women of the ELCA Fall Women’s Retreat - St. Matthew’s New Life Church (Madison) 
 
October 7-9 - Bishop’s Convocation - Abbey Resort, Fontana 
 
2019 - SYNOD ASSEMBLY - May 4 & 5 - Marriott Hotel & Convention Center (Middleton) 
 
For a listing of more synod-wide events, visit:   
 
 

Updates on Congregations in the Call Process and Rostered Leader Updates  
Call process and roster changes are updated on the synod website monthly. Please 
keep these congregations and rostered leaders in your prayers.  
Link: http://scsw-elca.org/resources/callprocess/ 
 
 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Racial Equity Ministry Team: 

• Rev. Peter Heide, Interim Pastor at Albany Lutheran Church in Albany 
• Rev. Stephen Marsh, Pastor at Lake Edge Lutheran Church in Madison 

 
Pastors and Congregations in our Synod: 

§ Rev. Felix Malpica, Pastor, and members of Faith Lutheran Church in Janesville 
§ Rev. Mae Jean Zelle, Interim Pastor, and members of First Lutheran Church in Janesville  

 
Neighboring Synods: 

• Bishop David Zellmer and the congregations of the South Dakota Synod, ELCA 
 
Churchwide Partners:   

• Rev. Andrea L Walker, Area Desk Director Madagascar, West and Central Africa, Global Mission at 
the ELCA Lutheran Center, Chicago, IL 



• Deacon John E Weit, Program Director for Music, Office of the Presiding Bishop at the ELCA 
Lutheran Center, Chicago, IL 

 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Ordination during 
this coming week:  

• Rev. Kathy Jacobson, July 13, 2003, Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Cobb, 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Edmond, and Castle Rock Lutheran Church in 
Fennimore, katbadger79@gmail.com 

• Rev. Gordon Straw, July 13, 1986, ELCA Call at Lutheran School of Theology - Chicago,   
rainbowlily@comcast.net 

• Rev. Larry Pinnow, July 14, 1973, Retired , larry.pinnow@gmail.com 
 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Commissioning: 

• Deacon Laurine Skrenes, July 11,1977, Retired in Sun Prairie 
 
May these leaders continue to be blessed for service.

 
 

Join Us for Worship In the Synod Office Chapel 
Every Thursday at Noon – All Are Welcome! 
 
We gather for worship and holy communion on Thursdays. Each week a different 
preacher from our synod leads worship.  Come and be fed in body and spirit.  
 

Brown bag lunch and fellowship immediately following if you are able at 12:30.   
 

Our address is:  6401 Odana Road, Suite 20, Madison, WI  53719 
 

Please join us! 
 
 

 
Like Us on Facebook and you’ll share in awesome ministry by congregations in 
your synod, share great ideas and be inspired with selected scripture from 
your synod staff.   South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

 
Remember, when you see this symbol, this is a news item that should be put in your congregational 
newsletters!  Thanks for your partnership.  
 

 
Share your news.  If you have something you would like considered for publication in What Matters, send it 
to Communications & Event Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, at vickih@scsw-elca.org.  
Visit our website:  www.scsw-elca.org 
 

Following Jesus, who commanded his followers, ‘Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another,’ and believing that all persons are created in the image of God, the South-Central Synod 
of Wisconsin, ELCA, strives to be fully inclusive for all. This synod welcomes people of every race, 
background, age, political affiliation, economic and social status, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, and mental and physical ability, while striving to enable all people to participate fully 
in the life and work of the church and its expressions.  


