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Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent – a season of repentance that moves us to
healing and restoration. That day is typically marked with ashes imposed on our
foreheads in the sign of the cross.
From the ELCA website: “Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26;
Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence. Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:
·
·

·

·

Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust
you are and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).
Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. Even on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we receive
ashes in the form of the cross, the same symbol placed on our bodies with
water in our baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we anticipate the new
life of Easter.
Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried
into the ground or as ashes are placed in a columbarium (see “What are columbaria and memorial gardens?”). "We commit this body to the ground; earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 284).
Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to
God.” (www.elca.org/worshipfaq)

We will gather for worship on Ash Wednesday on YouTube and Facebook at 7:00
p.m. The imposition of ashes will be a part of that service, but there are a variety
of ways that can happen at home. Normally the ashes used on Ash Wednesday
are those of palm branches that have been used on Palm Sunday, connecting one
year to the next. Please be cautious of using other ash that you may have at home
(in your fireplace, etc.) as some may have chemical reactions that could burn your
skin! There is another, likely easier solution – dirt! Do you have a house plant? Or
can you get to a bit of frozen ground in your yard? A little dirt or mud provides
many of the same connections as ash – it is often used for cleansing and renewal
(as in mud baths or masks), and also provides the same connection as ash to
both God’s condemnation of sin and the reminder of the shortness of human life
(“earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust”).
There is also one more option…on Ash Wednesday, February 17, Pastor Kristin will
be at church and will provide an opportunity for everyone to receive ashes in a
“drive through” fashion. She will be stationed at the doors near the offices 12:0012:30 p.m. and 5:30-6:00 p.m., in order to offer the imposition of ashes for anyone who is interested. Just drive up, stay in your car (with your mask on!), and she
will come to you, using a fresh cotton swab to impose ashes on each person. We
hope one of these options will help to make a meaningful Ash Wednesday for all.
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MUSIC IN THE WORKS...A

NOTE

FROM

JOHN FRANCIS

During this ‘quiet’ winter season, we have been working to offer music for our online worship services. The Songfest on Transfiguration Sunday, February 14 was especially fun – recording 9 songs between the two vocal groups
plus a piano duet. Later in February, the Handbells will reconvene to prepare some music for Lent and Easter.
The New Song Praise Team is looking for talented musicians who would like to play guitar, violin, flute or drums
with us. If you are interested in being contacted for this, please email or call John Francis. As we continue meeting to record songs for online worship, you may wish to join in singing the hymns or praise songs. We keep the
recording groups small and have been recording on a Wednesday afternoon each month. If you are interested
and would like to be contacted for this, please call or send your name and contact information to John Francis
(lymhants_2001@yahoo.com or 704-264-5594).
Music has always been a large part of our experience as a worship community. Even during this time of COVID,
we have been sharing music with you and invite you to sing along. When we are back together again, our voices
and instruments will raise the roof together in praise to God.

HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT...A

NOTE

FROM

PASTOR KRISTIN

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not disappoint us,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
Romans 5:1-5

It is hard to believe that we are coming up on a year of living in the reality of a global pandemic. As I have said before, when the council decided to not have in-person worship on March 15, 2020, none of us ever would have
guessed that we would still be in that position a year later. It has been a difficult year, full of challenges and losses
of all kinds. But through it all, my prayer has been that we would all hold on to hope.
Hope is a powerful thing. It helps us to keep moving forward, even through the most difficult times, trusting that
God is with us through all of the ups and downs, and trusting that better days are ahead. Trusting that ultimately,
we are all held in the powerful hands of our loving God. If we follow the logic of Romans 5, we should all be overflowing with hope these days—not just because of the grace in which we stand, but also because if suffering does,
in fact, eventually produce hope, our whole world should be filled with an abundance of hope after the past year!
We have lots of reasons to hope these days. COVID numbers are down, restrictions are loosening, and more and
more people are being vaccinated every day. There is hope for a return to normal—whatever that may look like
post-pandemic. There is hope for gathering in our sanctuary for worship again! (As of this writing, there are no immediate plans, but as Romans 8:24-25 reminds us, “Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”)
As we head into this season of Lent, we remember the disciples who went to bed on a Friday night without much
hope left. Jesus had told them that he would rise again, but after they witnessed his crucifixion, I think that was a
hard idea to comprehend. And yet, on Easter morning, while it was still dark, there was resurrection. And new life.
Hope restored.
What are your stories of hope that have risen up over the past year? And how will you carry them with you—and
share them with others—as walk together to the cross, and then to the empty tomb over the next several weeks?
Let me know if you have a story of hope you’d be willing to share!

Holding on to hope that does not disappoint,

Pastor Kristin
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MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP VIA ZOOM
Our midweek Lenten services are going to take a different shape this year
– even a bit different from what we have been doing for worship during
the course of the pandemic. On the Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday
(beginning Wednesday, February 24), we will be gathering for our midweek services via Zoom, allowing for holy conversation around themes
taken from the daily lectionary. Scripture will guide our conversation as
we consider what this season of repentance and healing calls us to be, to
do, to change – within ourselves and in our world. The key words “feed,”
“restore,” “realign,” “free,” and “act” will shape our time together each
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Here is the Zoom information to join us for worship—you can join either
from your computer or by phone:
Join Zoom Meeting—with your computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86730241786?pwd=SG1COTZnbGhzVmo3Z3pzOU1tT0sxZz09
Meeting ID: 867 3024 1786
Passcode: 983012
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,86730241786#,,,,*983012# US (New York)
+13017158592,,86730241786#,,,,*983012# US (Washington DC)
OR Call in by phone:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 867 3024 1786
Passcode: 983012
Missing the potluck that normally kicks off our evening together? Grab your dinner and
sign on to Zoom any time after 6:30 p.m. for a time of sharing a meal and casual conversation together before worship begins!

P A L M S U N D AY A N D H O L Y W E E K
Worship for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday will all be available on
YouTube and Facebook. Palm Sunday will be at our normal worship time—9:00 a.m.,
and Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be at 7:00 p.m. Watch for more details
about these services as we journey through Lent.

1 S T O U T D O O R W O R S H I P O N E A S T E R S U N D AY !
While plans are always a bit up in the air due to the pandemic, it is currently our plan to resume outdoor worship
with Easter Worship on Sunday, April 4 at 9:00 a.m. We may be a bit more bundled up than the typical spring Easter outfits, but hopefully gathering in person in the parking lot – on top of the joyful celebration of the resurrection
of Jesus – will keep us warm, at least in our hearts, if not our bodies! Bring your own chair and join us for this resurrection celebration!

“To Know, Follow, and Share Jesus”

A LL SAINTS SOLAR FOR G OOD PROJECT
The All Saints Stewardship Committee was created in Summer 2020 and has focused
on developing ways to steward the gifts that God has given us as a faith community.
Toward that goal, we have focused on identifying new resources and on making better
use of the resources that are readily available to us.
Early in our work, we revisited the solar panel project that Jeff Cherwinka and Jerry
Sieling were working on before Pastor Rich retired. The project was put on hold during the transition, and we felt
it was appropriate to resume work on it now that Pastor Kristin is well established as our new faith leader.

The Project - The solar panel project is designed to use the free power of the sun that God gives us every day, to
replace 85% of the power that we currently purchase from utilities every year. That amounts to over $5,000/year.
We believe that the solar panels will allow us to practice good stewardship in several ways:
·
·
·
·

It will bring the amount budgeted for electrical energy to approximately $600 from around $6,000/year.
Our electrical utility costs will not be subject to future increases since solar power is free
We will be stewarding God's creation by reducing our carbon footprint
This project will allow us to learn about, and then teach others, about harnessing free power from the sun.

Financial Implications - Implementing this project requires two important initial investments:
· Purchase and installation of the solar panels
· Purchase and installation of the technology used to get power from the solar panels to our church outlets
This project was designed with the goal of implementation without taking funds out of existing resources or budget lines. Our plan was greatly helped by the work that Jeff and Jerry had done in 2017, as well as consultation
with local meteorologist Bob Lindmeier. Bob has been instrumental in the solar project at St. Mark's in Oregon
and serves on the Synod Caring for God's Creation Committee. We also received helpful information from Temple
Beth El in Madison about their solar energy project.
Panels - Jeff Cherwinka lead the committee in producing a successful grant to the Solar For Good Program. This
grant supplies the panels free of charge.
The balance of costs for installation and ownership of the panels will be paid through a partnership between Jeff's ChoxLLC and Legacy Solar Energy Coop. Under this arrangement, Chox will leverage the financial benefits of
tax credits from installing renewable energy. Over the next five years, All Saints will repay Chox the balance using
energy savings as we go on-line
AC Power Supply - This is where we are asking for your help.
It will cost approximately $10,000 to install the AC technology to get the power from the panels to our outlets.
The Stewardship Committee is raising one-time gifts from among our faith community to finance this important
component of the project. In doing so, we are specificially asking that gifts toward this project are made in addition to, not instead of, annual faith pledges that support the ongoing work of our church.
To date we have secured:
· A challenge pledge of up to $5,000 that will be used to match other pledges 1:1
· Additional pledges totalling $4,400.
Although we are close to matching the $5,000 challenge grant, we are welcoming all additional gifts. Those gifts
will be used to repay Chox more quickly. This will allow us to use energy savings directly for budgetary needs rather than repayment of Chox' investment in the project.
We are asking all members of our faith community to consider making a one-time gift of any amount toward completion of this project. If you are able to help, please contact: Lucy Mathiak (lucym@charter.net) or
Heather Quartaro (office@allsaints-madison.org).
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (12/2020-1/2021)
Coming Soon – Solar Panels on the South Roof
The council has been busy finalizing the necessary contracts with all involved in providing and installing solar
panels for the south roof. Lucy Mathiak is chairing the fund-raising effort to build a specific solar panel fund with
a goal of $10,000. A church member has given $5,000 and offered to matching others’ gifts up to a $5,000
match in total. As of January 21st, the fund had received an additional $3,300.
Payroll Protection Program- Loan Update
Margie reported that our bank, Oak Bank, has approved our paperwork to enable our $16,600 loan to be forgiven. The final step is for our application to go the US Small Business Administration for approval. We will hear
back soon.
Membership
Ronnie and Lisa Carda and Katie and Vanessa have asked to be removed from our membership as they are
worshiping elsewhere.
Caleb and Brittany Johnson and Griffin, Maddock, and Wolfe have requested a transfer to West Middleton
Lutheran in Verona.
Al and Helen Mills requested to join All Saints and they were approved unanimously by the council.
Appointment of Michelle Slawny as Treasurer
Joan Stoikes had successfully served her term as treasurer and a successor to her was needed. Michelle Slawny
was nominated and she accepted the nomination. The council confirmed Michelle.
Appointment of Officers for 2021
There were three officer positions confirmed.
President: Deanna Simonson for a second term.
Vice-President: Bob Lavigna (Kevin had served for four years, when the maximum was three.)
Secretary: Margie Rem (Ron had served for four years, when the maximum was three.)

G A R D E N A N D P RO P E RT Y U P DAT E S
Thinking Spring? Contact us to help out with the All Saints Community Garden and/or the Property Team! We
have plenty of jobs that can be done on your own or in a small group. We have simple tasks only requiring an
hour or two, and weekly tasks covering the whole season. All are welcome to participate!
Garden update: The 2020 All Saints Community gardeners will be contacted this month to see if they are returning in the spring. Your timely response to this poll is appreciated!

Till or No-till: Over the past years, we’ve learned a great deal about how no-till gardening is much better for soil
health. We also continue to see an increase in requests for no-till plots. For these reasons, we will till this year
(the same as last year), but we will go all no-till for the 2022 season.
2020 saw an enormous increase in home gardens as people wanted more control over their food sources.
Seed savers says these gardens are being referred to as “Resilience Gardens,” which has a nice ring! If you
can’t wait to get more garden info, check out the Garden Expo February 20-21. The expo is completely virtual
this year! Find it at: https://wigardenexpo.com/.
Save the date! We are planning a garage/attic clean out date for Saturday, April 10 (if rain, the 17th). If you’ve
donated items or use items from these locations in your ministry area, this is not to be missed! Our goal is to
really clean out the shed and attic, so please let us know what can be donated, pitched, or must be kept.
So, think spring and help when and where you can!
Sue Martinson, All Saints Community Garden, sueemartinson@gmail.com, (608) 271-3254
Jen Barakat, All Saints Property Team, jennifer.l.barakat@gmail.com, (608) 630-0511
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THANK YOU, 2021 CHURCH COUNCIL!
Council members reelected this year:
Gary Kriesel (elected to 2nd term)
Ron Miller (elected to 3rd term)
Margie Rem (elected to 1st full term)
Tracy Schoohs (elected to 2nd term)
Additionally, Michelle Slawny has been
appointed as treasurer by the council.
A special thanks to all who are willing
to serve, and especially those council
members who have completed their
maximum number of consecutive
terms as officers: Joan Stoikes
(treasurer), Ron Miller (secretary), and
Kervin Soko (vice president).

THANK YOU, CONGREGATION!
Thank you for your prayers and financial giving to and through All Saints, especially through these uncertain
times. The December 2020 Treasurer’s Report:

-

The mortgage balance as of December 31, 2020 is $812,004.79
As you can see, we ended the year with expenses greater than our income, even with the Paycheck Protection
Program forgivable loan. While many of our expenses were down in 2020 due to the pandemic, It is important
to remember when comparing 2020 to 2019 that we have once again had a full staff for most of 2020. We
are grateful for your continued support throughout this year, and look forward to an even brighter 2021!
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ALL SAINTS TO BE D ROP OF F SITE FOR CSA
Beginning in Spring 2021, All Saints Lutheran Church has agreed to be a
drop-off site for Small Family Farm CSA (Community Supported Agriculture).
Small Family Farm supplies 300 members access to produce while preserving a sustainable farm ecosystem. Produce will be dropped off on
Wednesdays beginning June 2nd. Drop-offs will continue through November. Summer shares are still available as well as eggs shares, coffee
shares and flower shares. Final pickup time is 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday.

A sample summer box contains: red and yellow beets, small white onions,
zucchini, green cabbage, garlic, summer squash, collards, Hungarian hot
wax pepper, bell peppers, tomatoes, yellow and purple beans and cherry
tomatoes.
For more information about this CSA, please visit their website:
www.smallfamilycsa.com or contact the church office.

OFFERING DEPOSITS
Thank you for your continued financial support during these uncertain times. We joyfully accept offering
donations via mail or electronic deposit. Mail is checked daily. Deposits are made on the 15th and 30th of
each month. Electronic deposits are able to be set up via our website (www.allsaints-madison.org) or through
your own bank.

I N O U R P R AY E R S . . .
Prayers of healing for those in need… spiritually, emotionally and physically. We pray for Bob, Jackie, Jake,
Diana, John, Jane and Dick. Give them the hope, comfort, strength, and courage they need each day.
We pray resurrection comfort for Jim & Leigh Luedtke and their family, following the death of Jim’s mother,
Kate. A memorial service will be held in May.

THINGS
·

·
·

·

·

TO KN OW. ..

Newsletter articles are always appreciated! The newsletter is a great place to share upcoming dates with
the congregation. The next newsletter will be published in May 2021. Items are subject to editing due to
space availability. Please contact the church office if you are interested in submitting an article.
If you would prefer to receive your newsletter electronically through email rather than through mail, please
send your email address to: office@allsaints-madison.org.
Find us and follow or like us on Facebook and Instagram! This is a great way to stay up-to-date on upcoming
events and notes from Pastor Kristin. And if you are posting about something happening here, be sure to
tag All Saints and use the hashtag #knowfollowsharejesus.
Want to know what’s happening in our synod in South-Central Wisconsin? Contact Communications & Event
Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to have the weekly ‘What Matters’ newsletter delivered via email.
Congregation Council Meeting Approved Minutes copies are available in the church office. If you wish to
receive meeting notes via email, please contact the church office.
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