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Cast your burden upon the Lord,
who will sustain you,
who will never let the righteous
stumble.

(Psalm 55:22, ELW translation)
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Cast your burden upon the Lord,
who will sustain you,
who will never let the righteous stumble.
(Psalm 55:22, ELW translation)

By Nancy Raabe

I grew up knowing this verse from Mendelssohn’s great oratorio Elijah. It appears there as a hushed prayer
wrapped in a luminous chorale as the prophet prepares the altar in front of the priests of Baal for the great
miracle that will demonstrate the power of the one true God.

In devotional literature one normally sees it used in the same vein, as a quiet if fervent prayer to trustingly
hand one’s worries over to God.

This interpretation misses the great drama of the verse as it occurs in the psalm and obscures its use as a
valuable tool for dealing with the extreme stress we are experiencing as we move into the second year of
pandemic life together.

Each of us is dealing with hardships that none of us ever imagined and no training equipped us for. We
read of Zoom fatigue, but we are also coping with exhaustion on both sides of the screen. Yes, the vaccine
is coming, but even this is no guarantee that we will return to anything like the life we once took for
granted. And we still can’t see ahead. We've learned from experts that the stress this causes manifests in
feelings of exhaustion, fear, loneliness, inadequacy, and even depression as we continue to wrestle with
the various tensions in our congregations and lives.

Once we sang and danced with gladness,
once delight filled ev'ry breath;
now we sit among the ashes,
all our dreams destroyed by death.
(Susan Briehl, ELW 701, stanza 1)

If you step back and take a look at the entirety of Psalm 55, you’ll find that it is an anguished lament that
seems to have been inspired by the dark specter of betrayal. A close companion has broken the covenant
of friendship in an awful way. “Fear and trembling have come over me, and horror overwhelms me,” the
psalmist cries. Had it been an enemy, the psalmist could have borne it. “But it was you, one after my own
heart....”

With one exception its laments are directed toward either toward the betrayer or toward God. Verse 22 is
different. Here, the psalmist is speaking to us—those who are to come—in the same urgent language. The
word that tells us this is not a quiet prayer is “Cast.” Rather than inviting us to gently lift our troubles to

God, the verse exhorts us to throw, or fling, them furiously. Note how the same word, 'II?WU (shalak), is
used elsewhere: “Let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits,” Joseph’s brothers snap in Genesis
37:20. In Exodus 7:10 Aaron defiantly throws down his staff before Pharaoh so that it becomes a snake. In
Exodus 32:19, Moses sees the golden calf and angrily flings down the tablets God has given him.



Instead of simply handing off our burdens, what if we were to take our cue from this verse and fling them
furiously onto God as an act of defiance against Satan, our most crafty enemy?

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves,
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around,
looking for someone to devour.

(1 Peter 5:7-8)

At this moment in our lives, the twin burdens of not knowing what’s coming and not knowing how to keep
things going in the meantime have the very real potential to be crushing. If we are being crushed, the life
is slowly going out of us. Wrenching the load off our chest and casting it to God enables us to breathe
again. Doing this is not a form of denial; we are entrusting our burdens to the One who has the vision that
we lack and who can fill those newly wide-open spaces in our soul with life-giving nourishment. Only in
this way can the triune God be present with us in the midst of all that we are experiencing to bring hope
and healing.

And we can breathe again. With breath comes life—new life, new ideas, new hope, new creativity, new
energy.

Casting our burden upon the Lord isn’t a one-time act but a daily regimen that can be accomplished only
in prayer. What better time for such a discipline than Lent? Try this approach or craft your own: When you
find yourself stumbling under the weight of a concern, breathe in as you pray:

“Lord, take the darkness of this burden from me” and breathe out:
“Shine through it and show me a new way.”

Abundant blessings on your path through these 40 days. I hold you all close in my heart.

Nancy Raabe is pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Marshall and a frequent contributor to ELCA
devotional literature.

Clergy Self-Care Group Starts

Thursday, February 25

These are challenging times to be a pastor.
s I % Many clergy are struggling with burnout and
self-care. This group will meet monthly for
eight months to focus on self-care, support,
and accountability. We will utilize the Portico
Model Wholeness Wheel with dimensions of
physical, emotional, social/interpersonal,
PORTICO intellectual, vocational, financial, & spiritual.
Benefit Services | ammniswyoreelcA The group will be limited to a small number
of clergy. There is no cost for this group; it is covered by our synod. The
group will start on February 25 and continue meeting on the 4t Thursday of the month from 9 to 11 a.m.
This will be a virtual group meeting on zoom. For more information or to join contact Dan Feaster at
dfeaster@samaritancounselingcenterwi.org or 608-663-0763 ext. 200.

In Beiphism




Christ said: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.” (Jn. 14:27)

Dear Friends of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin,
Greetings to you during this Lenten season.

I write to you today to share news of staffing plans for the synod office. As
you may know, rostered staff of the SCSW are co-terminus with the election
of a new bishop. For us that means that Rev. Steve Kottke and Deacon Vicki
Hanrahan have calls that end six months after a new bishop starts. Rev.
Kottke has since retired from active ministry. Marie Leafblad will begin as
Associate with the Bishop for Leadership on March 1=.

This past week I informed Deacon Vicki Hanrahan that I would not be
renewing her call. Her call concludes at the end of March. This was a very
difficult decision to make. Vicki has served in the synod office for 13 years.
She has been with you through many transitions and guided many events.
Vicki has served the ministries of our synod with professionalism. She has
been a witness of faith for many around the synod. If you would like to send a
card to Vicki please direct those to the synod office and we will present those to her.

My decisions about staffing also come after prayer, discernment, and listening to what those around the
synod lifted in the town hall meetings last winter and in conversation since I took office. They also come
after a world and a church that has been turned upside down by a pandemic.

To that end, I see the need to adjust our staffing to better reach out across our synod to continue to rebuild
trust and to extend our capacity to resource and connect with congregations and rostered leaders. My
vision is that SCSW becomes known as the synod that loves Jesus and trusts one another in, through and
with that love. I am excited to announce some new staff part-time positions:

- Associate to the Bishop for Relationships
- Associate to the Bishop for Generosity
- Communication Manager

I will begin filling these part-time positions in the coming days. If you would like more information about
them or know of persons who may be interested, please have them contact me.

In Churist,

%mmimm» Wietre

Bishop Joy

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA
6401 Odana Road

Suite 20

Madison, WI 53719
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} The Untold Story of Black Lutheran History — Part 1 (Recording)

Part 2 — Live This Wednesday! 1:00 PM CT

Weekly Online Gathering for ELCA Leaders

We welcome back Rev. Dr. Lawrence J. Clark, II and Rev. Dr. Richard N. Stewart on February 24 to
share their highly anticipated Part 2 of The Untold Story of Black Lutheran History. Past, present,
and where we go in the future.

Rev. Lawrence (Larry) Clark is unashamedly African American and unapologetically Lutheran. He earned
a BA in United States History from San Francisco State University, an MDiv with an emphasis in Urban &
Youth Ministry from Trinity Lutheran Seminary (Columbus, OH), and a DMin with honors from the historic
Interdenominational Theological Center (Atlanta, GA). Rev. Clark is known as one of those singing
preachers and is both honored and humbled to serve as the Senior Pastor of St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chicago, IL. He is one of three chaplains with the Chicago Fire Department and an active ELCA
Coach, while also serving on the Leadership Team for ELCA Coaching. Rev. Clark is married to Darlene
Gibson-Clark, the First Lady of his life and of St. Mark Lutheran, and they are the proud parents of four
children.

Believing that the leader in congregational ministry is primarily a communicator, Rev. Richard Stewart has
shaped his ministry and studies around communication and congregational ministry. "As congregational
leaders plan, teach, preach, and administer, they focus on sharing both information and the skills for
others to pass on information. That information in written and oral speech, music, the pictorial arts, the
theater, dance, and in all sorts of human behavior are ways we share the Word of God." Rev. Stewart is
Adjunct Professor and Graduate Advisor in Administration, Evangelism, Stewardship, and
Communications at United Lutheran Seminary (Philadelphia, PA). He earned a BA from Wittenberg
University and an MDiv from Hamma School of Theology (both in Springfield, OH). Rev. Stewart also
earned a DMin from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, where he was an Associate Professor
for 33 years. He has also been researching African American Lutheran History for nearly 35 years!

If you missed Part 1 or would like to watch it
again: https://www.elcacoaching.org/podcasts/media/2020-07-15-the-untold-story-black-lutheran-

history-part-1

LIVE PROGRAM THIS WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/180439412?pwd=WIVwUUxyUESmY2IxMktHOXF]dGNMdz09
Meeting ID: 180 439 412

Password: 648160

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) +1646 876 9923 US (New York)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San ]ose) +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) Meeting ID: 180 439 412

Password: 648160



STANDING WITH OUR
NEIGHBORS

CONVERSATIONS ON IMMIGRATION

Tuesday, March 23rd - 7:00pm
A Virtual Discussion with Erin Barbato

The ELCA's South Central Synod Team for
Immigraticn Reform and Refugee Support is
pleased to offer a series of conversations meant
to educate and inspire advocacy for immigration
issues among individuals and congregations.

Erin Barbato is the Director of the Immigrant
Justice Clinic at the University of Wisconsin Law
School and an expert on immigration policy. In
addition to assisting with pro bono services for
local immigrant communities, Barbato
frequently takes law students to the Dilley
Detention Center in Texas to provide legal aid
ta detained immigrants and asylum seekers at
the border.

Join us as we learn about experiences from the border,
discuss federal and state immigration policy, and answer

your most pressing questions.

| Register for this free event here: https:/bit ly/20uGwgh

Hosted by:
AR
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God's work, Our hands.

" Iih“ Evangeiical Liaheran Chwch in America
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To register, click on link: https://bit.ly/20uGwgh




Conversations with the Bishop

Marxch 2, 2021 EQUIppNG
2:00 - 3:00 pm THE SAINTS

Leadership Learning Webinar Series for Foithful Leaders

Webinar

Topic: GET INSPIRED!
SCSW Children’s Youth & Family Ministry Team

Navigating and Easter Connecting Ideas

“You should do this.” You really should try that.” “What
haven’t we done this?” These are common questions that
we are getting asked in all forms of Ministry, and it is
most certainly true in Children’s, Youth and Family
Ministry. These questions existed before COVID-19, but
they seem to hit differently a year into this. Jay Kiel will
share how he is navigating these questions with Easter
coming up and how his time meeting with other Youth
and Children’s Directors in our Synod has inspired him
and the ideas that he will share.

Special Guest:
Jay Kiel, Children’s, Youth and Family Minister, St. Luke’s - Middleton, WI

All rostered ministers will receive the link the morning of the event
from our office.

Laity, please email Robyn Zimmerman for the link: robynz@scsw-elca.oxqg

If you miss it, our webinars are recorded and accessible on the synod website:

www.scsw-elca.org/webinars

NEXT CONVERSATION: Hold the date of March 16 for a Conversation with
Bishop Joy and Dave Daubert, Author of “The Hybrid Church”
Because It’s Always Better With You There!



Ef?]'rdiakonia

Learn more and register no later than March 4 at:
https://scsw-elca.org/diakonia

Chwistiowv Visitatiov
i’y not just about pastors and shut-ing
I feel bad/for ______ but
e I don'tknow what to-say,
e what cawlI do?
o What if I make it worsel!!

We are all called by Christ to serve the sick, the homebound, the grieving, the lonely,
the struggling,
yet many of us, are uncomfortable about reaching out to those in need.
and so we do nothing.,
Sing up for the diakonia course Practical Ministry: Visitation: the sick, the homebound,
the grieving,
Learn what you can do to share Christ’s love with those who need it the most.
This Thursday evening class offered on zoom as part of the diakonia program. 6-9 pm, March 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 8.
Learn more at https://scsw-elca.org/diakonia/and register no later than March 2. Instructor is Rev Gus Barnes

The Questions:

What are the origins of Christian Worship?
What are the roots in Jewish tradition?
What was the religious environment of the early Church?
What are the biblical roots of Christian worship?
What constitutes Christian worship?
What has remained constant in Christian worship?
What has changed over time?

INVOCATION
HY M

RESPONSIVE READING
SPECIAL MU‘
OFFERING -

"Tt's the order of worship.”

Sign up for Christian Worship and discuss the answers and
examine the wide diversity of Christian worship. This diakonia class offered via zoom on
Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. to noon, March 6, 20,27, April 10, 17, 24

Learn more at https://scsw-elca.org/diakonia/and register no later than March 4.
Instructor is Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox who serves on the faculty of Wartburg Seminary



Faith Advocacy for Climate Justice:

March 18, 2021, 10:00 AIM - Noon LUTHERAN

Find more info and register Here OFFICE

As Wisconsin lawmakers examine and revise ggﬁlzl‘;ﬁuc lﬁ;gl Evangel_iccl Lutheran
the Governor’s Wisconsin State Budget, we in Wisconsin % ¥ Churchin America
have an opportunity to lift our voices. Join us God's work. Our hands.

on March 18 to focus on budgetary items
related to climate change. We will especially focus on renewable energy, agriculture, and green jobs.

Keynote Speaker: Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes

Panelists: WKOW-TV Senior Chief Meteorologist Bob Lindmeier, Lutherans Restoring Creation Executive
Director Phoebe Morad, and Renew Wisconsin Renewable Energy Program Director Sam Dunaiski
Testimonies from Various Faith Perspectives: Rabbi Bonnie Margulis of Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice,
and other speakers to be announced.

Action: After a presentation on how to speak to our legislators and a discussion in breakout groups, we’ll
have an opportunity to contact our legislators.

Post Advocacy Event beginning at Noon (Zoom link sent to registered participants can be used for both
events):

Fasting for Climate Justice — Fast, Pray, Act

At noon, join the Kenosha 4: Rev. Jonathan Barker, County Supervisor Andy Berg, Justin Blake, Joe
Cardinali. How are they progressing on their 22-day fast for climate justice from Friday, March 5 to March

217? Get ideas of how you can participate in a partial fast and prayers for God’s creation. The goal of this
prayerful fast is to focus public attention and badly needed action on the climate emergencies’ harm to
lives, jobs, and health of Wisconsin citizens, and to our sacred, life-sustaining natural environment. The
Kenosha 4 ask that you consider joining this statewide climate justice fast in any way that you are able: a
daily meditative prayer, fasting, and prayer for a single meal, or fasting for one or more of the 22 days.
Your thoughts, your prayers, and your participation are gratefully welcomed. You choose the way. And
then stay tuned for action opportunities.

National Lutheran Choir
Hope Lives

Winter Virtual Program
Sunday, March 14 at 4:00 pm

Online at NLCA.com
A free program blending songs, images,

T G
INTER VIBTUAL PR artists: The Keith Hampton Singers &

hymns and poetry featuring guest
'|'|Ir|.|'|

Sunday, March 14 @ 4pm (C 1 Friends
Online 8t NLCA .com




40th Annual Ecumenical Rural Ministry Conference
“Engaging and Ministry with Cultural Traditionalists”

THIS EVENT IS CO-SPONSORED BY WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF
DUBUQUE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

We live in a deeply divided society with divisions along political, social, cultural,
urban/rural lines. This conference will be helpful for pastors who see these
divisions in their communities and congregations and are looking for ways to
minister to all people.

Our keynote Speaker Tex Sample will explore this division by looking at a key
demographic, cultural traditionalists. Cultural traditionalists are the largest
demographic in rural America and one of the largest in the country. This
demographic is not limited by age, gender, or denomination.

The presentations of Tex Sample will provide a description of this important group
and offer suggestions for working with cultural traditionalists. These presentations
are valuable not only for small town and rural congregations but will provide a
greater understanding of this demographic found in many, if not most,
congregations.

The Rev. Dr. Tex Sample brings years of ministry experience, teaching and
research to this topic. His most recent books include A Christian Justice for the
Common Good, and Working Class Rage: A Field Guide to White Anger and

Pain. Tex Sample has participated throughout his career in both the church and the
community, with a focus on social, racial, gender, and economic justice issues,
community organizing, and interfaith movements.

The 40th Rural Ministry Conference will be held via Zoom on Monday, March 8,
2021. For further information: http://www.wartburgseminary.edu/rural-
conference/#1512404387364-1ded38c8-233a.
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‘w () - ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton Weekly
\‘ V}o Reflection for Black History Month

This week, presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton shares some of the rich contributions of Black Lutheran
history. Rev. Jehu Jones Jr. was born enslaved in Charleston, South Carolina. He became “a Lutheran
minister who founded one of the first African-American Lutheran congregations in the United States, as
well as being actively involved in improving the social welfare of blacks.”

A5

Our Black Lutheran history | ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton | Feb. 5, 2021 - YouTube

Advocacy Action Alert - Congress moves on a new round of COVID-19 relief. Take action through the
ELCA Action Center to ensure those of us in the greatest need are included. Express your concerns
regarding responses to hunger, housing, migration, essential workers, childcare and schools and more.

Executive Order on Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact
of Climate Change on Migration — On February 4% President Biden signed an executive order on
“rebuilding and enhancing” U.S. refugee programs.

Executive Order on Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact
of Climate Change on Migration | The White House

Have you seen the 2021 Global Mission Annual Directory and Map? Download the directory HERE - Read
about ELCA Global Mission’s ministry of accompaniment; hear from ELCA missionaries and companions;
see God’s work being done in action through liberating ministries; witness life-giving relationships shared
and let your faith be ignited into action in your own communities. See and share also the ELCA Global
Mission map and videos.

SPARK HOUSE Good Stewards Together

New Year - New Resources - Check out their Lent, Holy Week, & Easter Digital Activity Kits for kids, their
free youth Lenten devotional, plus Good Stewards Together: Twelve Intergenerational Summer Events
program.

ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving: Lent 2021 —
“Thank you for all you are doing in your congregation and
community (during the pandemic) to continue God’s work
and to share the grace and love of Christ. We invite you
to continue your work by connecting to the church’s
global work to end hunger and poverty during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving, which begins Ash
Wednesday,

Feb. 17.

LINK to congregational resources to roll this out in your setting:

https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-
041285618fa2&trid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2




New Dane County Order #13

In effect from Feb. 10 to March 10

2021-02-08 Order 13.pdf
(publichealthmdc.com)

A side by side comparison

CONNECTED CONNUNITQ between orders #12 and #13 can

s vaxic Wl L ks iy WX L
be found here:

What’s Allowed in Emergency Order #13? | Public
Health Madison & Dane County, Public Health Madison & Dane County (publichealthmdc.com)

The main difference is the loosening up of capacity limits for indoor gatherings from 10 to 25 people if
serving food (not including staff) and to 50 people if not serving food (not including staff). This refers to
meetings, not worship. Religious worship services are still exempt from mass gathering requirements.

Covid-19 Vaccine and If You Can Be Vaccinated Now. ..

The office of the bishop recommends to all rostered ministers (“Spiritual Caregivers”) to check with your
county health department for specific information on the vaccination que for your county. Some counties
put ministers in phase 1A and some don’t. It is best for you to check as these things can change quickly.
They may also be able to provide you with the link to make an appointment for your vaccine.

In case it is required, on Friday, February 8, Robyn Zimmerman emailed all rostered leaders a letter with
a copy of your rostered leader card proving your status as a rostered leader in the synod, contact Robyn
Zimmerman at robynz@scsw-elca.org or call 608-270-0201.

Links are provided here to the CDC website as well as the Wisconsin Department of Health site.
You can find out here how the vaccine is being distributed and when you will be eligible.

COVID-19: Vaccine | Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) | CDC

Community Organizations and Gatherings | CDC

#ELCAChurchTogetherResources

Resources to help leaders and members stay
connected and resilient during COVID-19
are available from the ELCA. Many
resources on this page are also available in
Spanish.

Public Health - Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (elca.orq)




Keep Everyone Connected in the New Year!

Some of you are starting to send me email addresses as you elect new
leadership at your annual meetings. Thank you! As a reminder to
others that have not yet held your annual meetings, as you elect new
council members, remember to sign them up for What Matters to
help them stay connected to their synod and larger ELCA church!

Send me their email addresses and do let them know you are doing
that or you can direct them to the synod website to sign up: South-
Central Synod of Wisconsin | What Matters / News (scsw-elca.org)

Deacon Vicki Hanrahan

Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life
(Editor, What Matters)
vickih@scsw-elca.org

Praying the Psalms Retreat
with Richard Bruxvoort Colligan

February 26-28

7:00 pm on Feb 26th to
11:00 am on Feb 28t

Register for the live event or recordings of event. Registration
deadline: Feb 19 (for live attendance); March 17 (for recordings
only)

Please click the button to register: Book Now | Holy Wisdom Monastery
(checkfront.com)

Synod staff continue to work from home and are available via all

the normal digital technologies. Call the synod office and staff

will direct your call to the appropriate person who will call you back. We do try to be prompt in our
return calls. (608) 270-0201 Emails are as follows:

Bishop Joy: joymw(@scsw-elca.org
Deacon Vicki Hanrahan: vickih@scsw-elca.org Feel free to use my cell #: (608) 469-8073

Rev. Walter Baires: walterb@scsw-elca.org

Robyn Zimmerman: robynz@scsw-elca.org

Congregational Newsletter Editors - please include this text in your newsletters! 5 !

WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events! Grow in your faith and
leadership! Stay connected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our synod! To sign up for synod
news, please email Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to
be added to “What Matters.”

Do you have a link to the synod website on your website? If you do, thank you for your partnership!
If you don'’t, please do add a link to the synod website to your website: www.scsw-elca.org




Positions in the Synod

We are happy to help promote your positions. Please submit 100 words or less to Deacon Vicki Hanrahan,
Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life and Synod Communicator, email: vickih@scsw-elca.org Please notify
Deacon Vicki when the position has been filled so that we can keep this list current. Thanks!

NEW! Business and HR Manager, Crossways Lutheran Camping Ministries Crossways Camping Ministries
Seeking dedicated and detail-oriented person to support the financial tasks of camp and retreat ministry. Full time-
salaried position at Appleton business office and supports operations at three camp locations in Wisconsin.
Requirements include minimum of Associate’s Degree with certification or equivalent experience in accounting. A
minimum three years experience in office management with demonstrated financial, HR, and administrative

skills. Additional information may be found at www.crosswayscamps.org/employment. Applications received
through February 26, with anticipated start date as early in March as possible. To apply, please send a cover letter
and resume to: Crossways Camping Ministries/912 N. Oneida St./Appleton, WI 54911 or via email to
Sharon@crosswayscamps.org (02/18/21)

NEW! Outreach Development Coordinator - Triangle Community Ministry (Madison)

The Board of the Triangle Community Ministry is seeking a self-motivated, creative and organized individual to fill a
part-time (approximately 25-28 hours per week) Outreach Development Coordinator position. The annual salary for
this position is $30,000.This position requires a person with a desire to serve people who is self-motivated and has a
strong work ethic. Strong written and oral communications skills are needed. An awareness of faith-based practice is
beneficial. For more information about the position and how to apply, please send an email to:
triangleministry2020@gmail.com.

On-Call Technology Coordinator — St. John in Reedsburg, WI

Coordinators needed to operate the camera, slides & sound system in the sanctuary for worship when the
Technology Coordinator is unavailable. A full position description is available on the church website:
www.sjrdb.com. To apply, please send a resume, cover letter and references to office@sjrdb.com A background
check is required. (02/12/21)

Custodian: Midvale Community Lutheran Church in Madison, WI

Immediate opening for a custodian - 35 hours per week with health and pension benefits. Maintaining a clean, safe
and welcoming building is the highest priority of the position. Occasional weekend work for weddings and funerals,
room set-up and snow removal will be required. The ability to maintain and repair equipment and machines involved
in performing the job duties is preferred. For a job description, visit our website:
https://www.midvalelutheran.org/welcome-midvale/work-midvale or contact church office (608) 238-7119. Please
send a cover letter and resume to info@midvalelutheran.org or Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 4329 Tokay
Blvd., Madison, WI 83711. (02/09/21)

Business Administrator - Luther Memorial Church, Madison
Luther Memorial Church is seeking a part-time business administrator. A full position description is available on the
church website: https://www.luthermem.oxrg - to apply, please send a resume and cover letter to Pr. Brad Pohlman

at pohlman@luthermem.org (01/12/21)

Facilities Manager - Luther Memorial Church, Madison
Luther Memorial Church is seeking a part-time facilities manager. A full position description is available on the
church website: https://www.luthermem.org - to apply, please send a resume and cover letter to Pr. Brad Pohlman

at pohlman@luthermem.org (01/2/21)

Organist - Grace Lutheran Church, Cambridge

Grace Lutheran Church is seeking an organist to play weekly at our 9:00 a.m. Sunday worship service. Candidates
may also be considered for a Choir Director position when choral singing is safe again. For more information, or to
submit a resume, e-mail Pastor Jennifer Jelinek at pastorjenniferglc@gmail.com by January 1.

Choir Director — Bethlehem (Portage)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is looking to fill our part-time Choir Director position. The ideal candidate would be able
to lead the choir, as well as play the organ for worship services, funerals and weddings, and lead the Praise Band.
Previous experience preferred to include the ability to motivate choir members, read music and conduct; knowledge
of liturgical flow and connection to worship; piano experience strongly preferred. Part-time September through May.
Please send resume to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, W8267 Hwy 33 E, Portage. (03/11/20)



GROUP

. I DTNNERS ’ ORDERS
i TTLAKE Cabide ST

Lifg Crormgng souomiLie
Group Order form MUST be submitted by Noon on the Friday prior to meal date.
Congregation can collect individual orders & payment (cash, check or credit] To place a Group Order.
a minimumn of 15 meals must be purchased. Lutherdale will collect payment and deliver the group order
to the church [soup will need refrigeration) at an agréad upon time.
- Theyare meant to be prepored as a Lenten meal
Lutherdale does not provide disposable dishware or utensils..

$20 PER MEAL (2 SERVINGS)

ALL PROCEEDS SUSTAIN THE MINISTRY AND MISSION OF LUTHERDALE

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO PLACE A GROUP ORDER
CALL (262) 742-2352

LUTHERDALE | N7891 US HIGHWAY 12, ELKHORN, W153121 | LUTHERDALEORG




Future Synod Gatherings/Meetings/Events:

Feb 25 Diakonia - Lutheran Creeds & Confessions - 6:00 pm online

Feb 217 Diakonia — Communicating the Gospel — 9:00 am online

Maxch 2 Equipping the Saints Webinar with Bishop Joy - 2:00 - 3:00 pm online
March 13 Synod Council Meeting - 8:00 am - online

March 16 Equipping the Saints Webinar with Bishop Joy — 2:00 - 3:00 pm online
Marxch 25 Women of the ELCA Book Study — 7:00 pm - online

March 30 Equipping the Saints Webinar with Bishop Joy - 2:00 - 3:00 pm online
April 13 Synod Teams & Partners Lunch ‘n Learn — Noon - 1:00 pm - online
April 13 Equipping the Saints Webinar with Bishop Joy - 2:00 - 3:00 pm online
April 22 Rostered Women’s Gathering — 9:00 am online

April 27 Equipping the Saints Webinar with Bishop Joy - 2:00 - 3:00 pm online

PRAYERS  (Note: If you have edits to your information, please email them to Robyn Zimmerman at
robynz@scsw-elca.org as she manages the prayers for What Matters). Thank you.

Youth and Family Network Ministry Team
e Heather Greenley-Co-Convener, Central, Edgerton, WI
¢ Jay Keil-Co-Convener, St. Lukes, Middleton, WI

Seminary Student
¢ Nathan Houstin a member of Trinity in Madison is attending The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
e Kelsey Johnson a member of Midvale Community in Madison is attending The Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago.

Pastors and Congregations in our Synod:
¢ Members Peace, Cobb, WI
e Pastor Karen Locken, Pastor Doug Locken & Vicar Tom Kreis, Pastors, Vicar & Members of Peace,
Waunakee, WI

Neighboring Synods:
e Bishop Patricia J Lull, the Staff, and the congregations of Saint Paul Area Synod

Churchwide Partners:
e The Rev. Cherlyne V Beck, Region 6 Candidacy and Leadership Manager
o The Rev. Paul A Baglyos, Region 7 Candidacy and Leadership Manager

We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Ordination during this coming
week:

e Deacon Anita Grue, February 25, 2007, Retired Deacon living in Sun Prairie, WI ravetter@charter.net

e Deacon Judy Bergeson, February 26, 2005, Retired Deacon living in Beaver Dam, WI
judybergeson@aol.com

e Pastor Robert Vetter, March 01,1992, Synod Call to Triangle Community Ministry in Madison, WI
ravetter@charter.net

May these leaders continue to be blessed for service.



Updates on Congregations in the Call Process and Rostered Leader Updates

Call Process
: :' Call process and roster changes are updated on the synod website monthly. Please keep
-s g ﬂf these congregations and rostered leaders in your prayers.

& Roster Upd ates Link: https://scsw-elca.org/transitions/

Like Us on Facebook and you’ll share in awesome ministry by congregations in your

/ "Like" us on
synod, share great ideas and be inspired with selected scripture from your synod staff. ‘_L] facebuok
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin E-_, clkk b,

Remember, when you see this symbol, this is a news item that should be put in your congregational
newsletters! Thanks for your partnership.

Congregations can feel free to reprint these pages for your congregational use. Reprint permission
provided by: South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA — 6401 Odana Road, Suite 20, Madison, 53719. Please
reference as seen in Synod e-news, “What Matters” in your reprint. Questions can be directed to Deacon Hanrahan
at the synod office: (608) 270-0201 or vickih@scsw-elca.org

Share your news. If you have something you would like considered for publication in What Matters, send it to
Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, at vickih@scsw-elca.org.
Visit our website: www.scsw-elca.org

Following Jesus, who commanded his followers, ‘Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another,’” and believing that all persons are created in the image of God, the South-Central Synod

of Wisconsin, ELCA, strives to be fully inclusive for all. This synod welcomes people of every race,
background, age, political affiliation, economic and social status, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, and mental and physical ability, while striving to enable all people to participate fully
in the life and work of the church and its expressions.




