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CARE FOR YOUR SIBLINGS IN CHRIST 
THIS GIVING TUESDAY 

TEXT GIVE to: (608) 571-1576  
or give here: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/387616 

 
As we lean into Advent, a time of expectant waiting for the 
greatest gift of all, Jesus, we ask you to give back to God by 
giving a gift to your beloved faith community. This year, we 

are asking you to donate to the Bishop's Discretionary Fund. This Bishop’s Discretionary Fund is a restricted fund 
that is intended to give the bishop complete discretion and authority to provide confidential financial support 
to people in need. In our synod these monies have often been used to assist rostered leaders in times of crisis, 
such as was done recently to provide emergency funds for travel surrounding the unexpected death of a 
family member. They are also used for expenses related to the exercise of ministry not otherwise provided in the 
synod’s budget. Much like a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in a congregation are disbursed by the pastor, the 
Bishop’s Discretionary Funds are disbursed at the direction of the Bishop who is the chief pastor of the 
congregations, rostered leaders and institutions of the synod. 

In the congregation, sources for discretionary funds vary. Some set aside days when loose offerings are 
designated for the fund. Often clergy deposit monies received from baptisms, weddings and funerals to the 
fund. As the Bishop does not have these sources for the fund, at times we seek a special offering at an event to 
replenish the fund. We are at such a time as the Fund has less than a $300 balance. 

A gift to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund is a gift to the Synod and not a gift to the Bishop. The Bishop is to be 
considered to be in a position very similar to that of a trustee, managing funds that belong to the synod. On this 
Giving Tuesday we invite you to give to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. This is one way to be church together 
caring for siblings in Christ. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

 

The Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
Network of the SCSW To Meet 
On Thursday, November 29, 2018  

from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
7337 Hubbard Avenue in Middleton OR online via Zoom.  

All volunteers, lay staff, and rostered ministers who work 
within the realm of youth and family ministry are invited to 
join us as we network together and brainstorm how we may 
engage the youth of our synod over the next year.   

If you are interested in attending, please contact: Jay Kiel, 
Director of Youth Ministry, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Middleton - email:  jkiel@stlukes-elca.org                           
or call Jay at: 616-581-4425 or Heather Greenley   youth_clc@yahoo.com 608-216-5397 
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Are you interested in volunteering at YOUR synod 
office? It's easy and fun and you can sign-up 
below. We need 4 volunteers this Thursday, 
November 29th, If you have any problems or 
questions please call Robyn Zimmerman at the 
synod office, 608.270-0201.   

http://signup.com/go/EFPKugX  

Congregations feel free to share on your church 
Facebook or web page through Thursday. 

 

Begin Advent With An Awareness of What Incarnation, 
The Word Made Flesh Means  . . .                               
Here are Five great opportunities!	   

 
The first week in Advent opens us to our Advent awareness 
of the Word made flesh coming to dwell with us.  These 
upcoming events are opportunities to enter into the Word 
incarnate:  
 
#1 - Saturday, December 1 - “Trouble I’ve Seen:  Changing 
the Way the Church Views Racism”               
Ecumenical Big Read 

Time:  1:00 pm   
Host:  Advent Lutheran Church at Advent Lutheran/Madison Christian Community  (childcare provided - see below) 

Address:  7118 Old Sauk Road, Madison  
About the Program/Speaker:  Join Madison Christian Community (Advent Lutheran and Community of Hope, 
UCC) for the culminating event of our ecumenical Big Read of Trouble I've Seen: Changing the Way the Church 
View Racism. The author, Drew G. I. Hart, will present on the themes of his book, calling us to deeper 
engagement in healing the wounds of racism and white supremacy in the context of the church. A freewill 
offering will be collected toward the cost of the event. Following Hart's presentation, you're invited to stay for a 
reception and book signing. Childcare will be provided from 1:00-3:30pm.  See also the Facebook event for the 
Drew Hart event https://www.facebook.com/events/704038186635107/ 
 
Sunday - December 2 - Drew Hart will also be preaching at Advent/MCC for a shared worship service at            
10:15 am on Sunday, Dec. 2.  All are welcome!  
  
#2 - Sunday, December 2 - Ho Chunk History & Treaty Relations 
Time:  4:00- 6:00 pm    
Host:  New Life Church  
Address:  7564 Cottage Grove Road - Madison                        
*Free will offering  
About the Program/Speaker:  Henning Garvin, Hųųwąxetega, is 
an enrolled member of the Ho-Chunk Nation.  He will speak on 
Ho Chunk history and treaty relations with federal and state 

governments. He was raised in the Madison area and 
attended UW-Madison where he graduated with a degree in Linguistics. He worked a number of years with the 
Ho-Chunk Language Division as a Curriculum Developer and Program Administrator before taking other 
positions within the Ho-Chunk Nation government. He served as the Executive Director of the Department of 
Heritage Preservation as well as serving as a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation President’s senior staff. He was 
elected to the Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature in 2013 and completed his term as a District 2 Representative in 
2017. Due to his passion for language revitalization, he made the decision to not seek re-election and returned 
to the Language Division where he currently serves as a Program Manager and a Language instructor teaching 
in the Black River Falls High School. He and his wife Kjetil currently reside in Tomah with their four children. They 
are an avid outdoors family and enjoy hunting, foraging, outdoor sports, and all things nature has to offer. 



 

#3 - December 2 - Lessons and Carols for Advent at 7:00 pm          
An Ecumenical Event    
 
Time:  7:00 pm 
Host:  First Congregational Church of Christ 
Address:  1609 University Avenue, Madison 
in Support of the Dar al-Kalima University College  
of Arts and Culture, Bethlehem, Palestine 
About the Program:  All are welcome to this special ecumenical Advent event, now in its fifth year. It will offer 
you a truly meaningful way to prepare for Christmas, as you hear and participate in music and readings that 
bring to life both the Bethlehem of Jesus' birth and the Bethlehem of today. Join together with Madison area 
congregations for this special event that gives witness to the hope we share. The evening will conclude with a 
time of refreshments and fellowship. Our siblings in the Holy Land today need our prayers and support so that 
they too might experience hope. A free-will offering will be collected to support Bright Stars of Bethlehem and 
the work of educating the next generation of creative leaders for Palestine. Offerings will be directed for 
student scholarships to Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts and Culture in Bethlehem. Your presence and 
gifts will make a difference for many in the Holy Land.        (Parking in UW Lot 17 and UW Engineering Bldg.) 
 
 

#4 - December 5 - Advent by Candlelight   Church (Madison) 
 
Time:  5:30/6:30 (see below) 
host:  Bethel Lutheran Church 
Address:  312 Wisconsin Avenue, Madison 
About the Program:  Pastor Mary Martha Kanass from Hephatha Lutheran Church, Bethel’s mission partner in 
Milwaukee, will help all to prepare for the Christ Child!  Her message of being a “Strong Baby Sanctuary” will 
touch hearts and fill us with the wonder of Advent. 
 
Time:  5:30 pm - Hearty appetizers and apple cider 
           6:30 pm - Dessert, special music and program 
Tickets:  $10 each.  Consider inviting family members too…grandmothers, grandchildren, friends.  This is an 
intergenerational event!  Also consider bringing a children’s book or two that include children of color that will 
be lovingly donated to Bethel’s mission partner, Hephatha Lutheran Church. 

For more information or tickets, contact:  Margie Czechwoicz at (608) 469-0297 cell or mczecho@charter.net. 

 

#5 December 7 - Screening & Panel Discussion “The Other Side of Immigration” 
 
Time:  6:30 pm 
Host:  St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Address:  5700 Pheasant Hill, Monona 
About the Program:  Viewing of the film, “The Other Side of Immigration,” by Roy 
Germano and panel discussion following with:  Rev. Mary Pharmer, from 
Annunciation House, a volunteer at the hospitality house in El Paso, TX; Josh 
Forehand, Principal at Nuestro Mundo School, Monona; Dr. Melina Lozano, 
Hawthorne Elementary, Madison College.  This is a 55 minute film followed by the 
panel discussion.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 

 

 

 



 Won’t you be my neighbor?  Volunteer Opportunity for 
Churches for Triangle Community Ministry  

Triangle Community Ministry (TCM) offers the unique opportunity for 
churches and youth groups to get to know the residents of the 
Triangle neighborhood while serving a Monday Meal in 2019. TCM's 
Monday Meals are served in the community room of Brittingham 
Apartments, 755 Braxton Place, every Monday from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Eight to 10 volunteers arrive at 4 p.m. to bring, prepare, serve and 
clean up after a meal for 50 to 75 residents.   

TCM started Monday Meals in 2018 in commemoration of its 40th 
anniversary on the Triangle. The Triangle is home to 335 low-income 
housing residents, 87% of whom are challenged by physical, mental, 
developmental or emotional disabilities. With a median annual 
income of $10,000, food insecurity is an issue for many. Monday 

Meals help alleviate hunger. They also provide an opportunity for caring people from outside the Triangle to get 
to know the Madison neighbors who need and much appreciate their help. Schedule your group to serve a 
Monday meal in 2019 by contacting Deacon Meg Nielsen, 257-8517, or TriangleMinistry@sbcglobal.net. Learn 
more about Triangle Ministry at www.TriangleMinistry.com. 

 

Join your Sisters in Christ for 

Women of the ELCA January Update 
and Sharing Event   
1:00 to 2:30 pm 
 

All women are invited, especially leaders and officers of women’s groups 
 
Saturday, January 12, 2019 
St. John’s Lutheran, 625 E. Netherwood Street, Oregon 
Please RSVP by January 8 

 
OR 

 
Saturday, January 19, 2019 
Dekorra Lutheran, N3099 Smith Road, Poynette 
Please RSVP by January 15 
 
Snow date is Saturday, January 26, for either location, 1 – 2:30 pm 
 
Program includes: Time for sharing your women’s group’s activities and information to assist you in planning 
events, serving as officers, and starting new women’s groups.  Bring your Yearly Ministry Report.   The same 
information will be presented at each location. 
Please RSVP if possible to Janna Smith at smithsj@charter.net or 262-473-9719 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attention all Pastors - Bishop Thomas-Breitfeld Shares This Opportunity to Nominate High School 
Seniors for Valparaiso University Full-Tuition Lutheran Leader Scholarship 

If you have a high school student, graduating in the spring of 2019 in your 
congregation who will be attending Valparaiso University, please consider 
nominating the student for this full-tuition scholarship!  Valparaiso University for 

the past 22 years, has selected two Lutheran students from among the best high school 
leaders in the United States to enter a program that is unique in Lutheran higher education.   

Attributes of a nominee are:  

1)  Actively participates in a Lutheran congregation 

2)  Exhibits leadership within their church, on district of synod level or on a national level 

3)  Demonstrates academic excellence during high school 

4)  Intends to be active in a Lutheran congregation as a lay leader or full time church worker 

Nominations are due by Saturday, December 15, 2018.  This gives students time to apply to the university and 
prepare their application by the Tuesday, January 15, 2018 deadline.  Contact Bishop Thomas- Breitfeld at 
bishop.thomas-breitfeld@scsw-elca.org or call 608-270-0201. Information needed is:  Name, Home phone, 
address, email address, Student Leadership role, Pastor’s name, Church Name and address.  If you have 
questions, feel free to contact the synod office at 608-270-0201. 

 

PORTICO BENEFIT SERVICES - Complete Your Live Well 
Challenge!  

Don’t leave money on the table – Portico plan 
members and spouses with ELCA-Primary health 
benefits have until Nov. 30 to complete Portico’s 
2018 Live Well Challenge and earn up to $400 
wellness dollars. These wellness dollars help you pay 
for eligible out-of-pocket medical, mental health, 

and dental costs.  Learn more at PorticoBenefits.org/LiveWell.

Holy Land Trip - Deadline Extended to December 17.  

There is room to join this tour to Israel, Palestine and Jordan, June 
15-26, 2019. This is an exceptional opportunity to experience the 
land of the Bible and give you a lifetime of insights and inspiration. 
You receive great value for the cost by traveling in a small group 
with an experienced guide, staying multiple nights in each 
location, and having airfare from Chicago, all breakfasts and 
dinners, gratuities and entry fees included.  

The tour is hosted by Pastor Blake Rohrer of Midvale Community 
Lutheran, and member of the  Holy Land Advocacy Synod Team.  

All are welcome to join the group.  

Here is a link to the 
brochure: https://gtd.org/post/pdfbrochure/190603.pdf or for more 
info contact Pastor Blake Rohrer at blaker@midvalelutheran.org 



 

SCSW DIAKONIA CLASS SIGN UP for Teachers & Students 

FEATURED 
INSTRUCTOR 
THIS WEEK:   
REV. RICH JOHNSON 
INSTRUCTOR FOR:  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP  
 
I retired from 35 years of pastoral ministry, 
most recently at All Saints, Fitchburg, WI as 
mission developer/pastor. I’ve enjoyed 
outreach, deaconess supervision, lay school 
mentoring, and the ELCA coaching ministry. 
 
I so look forward to the Christian Worship session! I invite 
you to be part of this to explore, rediscover, and reflect 
on the joys of worship, the power and presence of the 

Sacraments, Gospel, and our Lutheran treasures in the liturgy and lectionary. 
 
I hope participants will be renewed by the Holy Spirit in their personal and congregational worship, add tools in 
worship design, appreciation, and teaching, as well as desire to invite others to worship. 
 
We’ll use readings, music, Q & A, role play, reflection and ‘ownwork’ projects to probe the beauty, goodness, 
and truth of Christ’s awesome presence at the table and at worship. 
 
Both my wife Janet and I are retired and enjoy hiking, fishing, music, chasing grandkids, and writing kids songs 
and lessons for worship. Please let me know if you have any questions: r.allenj@juno.com. Thank you! 
 
(Please note correction to last week’s class description: Pastor Paula Creswell will teach 
“Communicating the Gospel”  in Madison) 

If you are interested in teaching, contact Diakonia Coordinator, Barb Zimmerman at  608-535-
0264 or email her at:  scswdiakonia@gmail.com.  

If you are interested in taking classes, more information, along with registration form, can be 
obtained from the web site www.scsw-elca.org click on Ministries and Partners, Diakonia.  
Financial Assistance may be available from your congregation and/or synod scholarships are 

available for those who would appreciate tuition assistance.  

You can also contact Linda Wulff at 920-210-2675 or by e-mail at scswdiakonia@gmail.com. We look forward to 
hearing from prospective students and instructors!  

Check out the Diakonia course offerings using the link below: 

https://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/DiakoniaCourseOfferings2018Rev.pdf    

 
All Are Welcome to Join Us for Worship In the Synod Office Chapel 
Thursdays at Noon   
We gather for worship and holy communion on Thursdays.  Each week a 
different preacher from our synod leads worship.  It is a particular blessing for pastors and 
deacons to hear the word from their brother or sister or be able to be fully present as a 
member of the assembly.   This is an opportunity come to the table and be fed in body 
and spirit and notice the presence of God.     
 

Brown bag lunch and fellowship immediately following if you are able at 12:30.   
Our address is:  6401 Odana Road, Suite 20, Madison, WI  53719      Please join us! 



 

Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory - A two-day workshop on 
January 24-25, 2019 
St. Andrew University, a ministry of St. Andrew Lutheran Church (ELCA) at 13600 Technology Drive in 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota, is hosting Tod Bolsinger, author of Canoeing the Mountains: Christian 
Leadership in Uncharted Territory, for a two-day workshop on January 24-25, 2019. Participants will: 
  

♦ Hear testimonies of new life--not just numerical growth or church transformation--in diverse contexts. 
♦ Wonder about God’s call for change in your community. 
♦ Engage with leaders in practical questions of “how” 

• How did you lead through change? 
• How did you manage naysayers or difficulties? 
• How can you lead differently? 
• How can new spiritual disciplines stimulate and empower fresh and creative engagement with 

our changing world?  
·         Make a concrete plan for spiritual development for yourself that is rooted in the needs of your role and 
context. 
  
For information and registration, see the conference website (www.standrewu.org). Note: super early bird 
registration ($99) ends November 30, 2018. After this, registration is $129 through January 10, 2019. 

 
We’re Looking for the King ChristmasFest 2018  
 Sunday, December 9 at 7:00 PM - St. John’s 
(Boscobel) 
 
Featuring an Ecumenical Fest Choir, St. John’s Handbell Choir, 
local youth choir and other local musicians.   
 
Tradition of cake and buttersauce (yum!) will follow in 
Fellowship Hall 
Address:  208 Mary Street, Boscobel 
 
 



 
Christmas at ELC - Concert and Chili 
Supper at Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Mt. Horeb - December 9 
 
Mark your calendar! The annual 
Christmas at ELC Benefit will be 
held Sunday, December 9.  Come enjoy 
the music of the Christmas season from 
several talented individuals and 
groups.  The concert time is 
5:00  pm followed by a chili supper at 
6:00 p.m.    There is no admission fee for 
the concert or meal, but free will 
donations will benefit the Mount Horeb 
Area School District's Weekend 
Backpack Meals program this year.    
ELC is located at 315 E Main St, Mt 
Horeb, WI 53572 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BARN SERVICE SCHEDULED - December 19 at 7:00 pm at the Happy Barn!  
 
Are you looking for a peaceful way to celebrate the Christmas season this year, away from the traffic, 
the malls, TV commercials, Facebook, emails, etc? Everyone is warmly invited to share in the annual Stable 
Service scheduled for Wednesday, December 19th, 2018. 

The Living Nativity will be presented on Wednesday evening at the “Happy Barn on the Richard Taylor property, 
7893 McKenna Road, rural Hollandale.  Handicapped accessible.  The Taylor farm is located approximately 4 
miles north of Blanchardville and approximately 3 miles south of Hollandale.  (From Blanchardville, take County 
F North, turn left on McKenna Road, left on W Taylor Street.  From Hollandale, take County K, turn left on 
McKenna Road, turn right on W Taylor Street. From Darlington, turn left on County K, turn right on McKenna Rd, 
and right on W Taylor Street.  Watch for signs.) 

The simple service will feature familiar Christmas songs and the traditional Christmas story, complete with live 
animals, shepherds, and a sweet baby in a manger. And in the midst of the drama, there will be the real 
message of God's love for all people. 

Make this Living Nativity a part of your family's Christmas tradition!  Dress warmly! Food and fellowship following 
the service. An offering will be taken during the service to benefit the food pantry. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact the New Hope office at 608-523-4239. 

 

OAKWOOD Lutheran Ministries Upcoming Events - All Events Will Be Held At Oakwood Village University Woods - 
6205 Mineral Point Road, Madison 

MADISON’S RINGING BADGER HANDBELL ENSEMBLE  
Saturday, November 24th - 2:00pm Arts Center  
under the direction of Mark Bloedow, will return to Oakwood with their "Sounds of the Season" program 
featuring traditional and popular Christmas favorites, as well as, some great sing along carols. A fun program 
with lots of festive music to kick-off the holiday season in style! 
 

MAGNUM OPUS BALLET 
Friday, November 30th - 7:00pm Oakwood Village University Woods Arts Center  
To celebrate the holiday season Magnus Opus brings back a season favorite, “Full Light.” Seven skilled dancers. 
Fresh, innovative choreography. Glorious music from Handel’s Messiah. Don’t miss it! There will be a short 
question and answer afterwards with the dancers. 
  
 



WISCONSIN CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Monday, December 10th - 7:00pm  Oakwood Village University Woods Arts Center 
Established in 1992, the Wisconsin Children’s Choir is dedicated to providing opportunities for youth to 
grow personally and musically as they integrate their talents within the community. Choristers find their greatest 
rewards in sharing this music with their community and beyond. They will share holiday music with Oakwood. 
 

JAZZ AHEAD BIG BAND 
Saturday, December 15th - 7:00pm - Oakwood Village University Woods Arts Center 
Come hear the 16 member Big Band, Jazz Ahead! They play swing music from legends like Count Basie, Duke 
Ellington, Benny Goodman and more! 
  

Free Children’s Choir Robes 

Trinity Lutheran in Fort Atkinson has 22 choir robes for children that we would be happy to donate to any church 
interested in them. The robes are burgundy with stoles that are white on one side and pink on the other. The 
robes are sized child’s small through large enough for a teen or small adult. Please contact Stephanie Beran at  
sfberan@charter.net. 

 
Positions in Our Synod    
 
We are happy to help promote your positions.  Please submit 100 words or less to Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, 
Synod Communicator, email: vickih@scsw-elca.org   Please notify Vicki when the position has been filled so that 
we can keep this list current. Thanks! 
 

Covenant Lutheran Church (Stoughton) - Part-time Office Manager Needed 
If you have an inviting personality, are motivated to keep things in order, and have advanced MS Office skills, 
you would enjoy being our Office Manager. We are a midsized ELCA Lutheran congregation in Stoughton, WI. 
Our Office Manager uses their energy and enthusiasm to work with the pastor and church leaders to carry out 
a myriad of administrative and clerical tasks. The position is part time (we would work with the right candidate 
to set hours and work schedule) and ideal for someone with school-aged children, retired, or wanting more 
free time. Click the link below for a detailed job description. Submit a cover letter and resume 
to hr@covluth.org.  (11/27/18) 

 
On Call Chaplain - Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge on Madison’s East Side   
Oakwood is looking for another on call chaplain. It is a very part time position for ordained folks, or those with 
CPE or visitation experience to help cover on call duties, and potentially be on campus when the settled 
chaplain is not on campus. The person would need to be available on Sundays to preach in chapel when the 
chaplain is away on a Sunday.  Anyone interested can contact the HR department at 609-230-4530, or 
Chaplain Wayne Shannon, at 608-230-4561.  (10/23/18) 
 

Discipleship Coordinator - Faith Lutheran (Janesville) 
Faith Lutheran Church is looking for someone with high skills in logistics and communications. As Discipleship 
Coordinator, you would be in charge of setting up the communications platform for the church across all 
media and working with staff and volunteers to coordinate ministry programs. Someone who works well with 
teams, is self-motivated, and has prior experience with communications is desired. Please send inquiries, 
resumes, and cover letters to pastorfelix@faithlutheranjanesville.org.   
Or mail to: Faith Lutheran Church, 2116 Mineral Point Ave., Janesville, WI  53548    
For a job description:  https://www.faithlutheranjanesville.org/emplyment-opportunity     (10/23/18) 
 
Administrative Assistant - Trinity Lutheran Church (Fort Atkinson) 
Seeking an experienced Administrative Assistant from outside the congregation to support its ministerial staff 
and manage Church Office operations.   This is a part-time hourly position averaging 16 hours per week, no 
benefits, pay commensurate with experience.  Strong organizational skills, knowledge of office computers and 
software (Microsoft Office Suite required; desktop publishing, Facebook and web page skills).  This person must 
be able to multi-task, be flexible in their job routine, work as team member in a collaborative environment, and 
relate well to other church staff, congregants and visitors.  See Trinityfort.org for full job description. (10/01/18) 

 
 
 



Organist - Christ Lutheran Church (DeForest)  
The position is 10-12 hours/week. Major responsibilities include planning for Sunday worship and weekly adult 
choir rehearsal. Principle instrument for Sunday worship is the Rodgers Infinity Digital three manual model organ 
purchased in 2015. Send applications to Christ Lutheran Church – 220 S Main St., DeForest, WI 53532.  Contact 
Pastor Sue Beadle at office@christlutherandeforest.org for more information. Full job description can be found 
at http://www.christlutherandeforest.org  (09/26/18) 
 
Pianist and/or Choir Director - St. Martin’s (Cross Plains) 
Immediate opening for a pianist for 9:00 Sunday and special/seasonal services and an adult choir director; 
may be filled by one person or these positions may be held separately. Pianist:  Organ skills welcome but not 
required.  Pay is on per-service basis. Choir Director:  From September through April, direct one rehearsal per 
week toward choir participation in worship three Sundays a month as well as special services.  Pay is authorized 
for up to 7 hours/week. For full job descriptions or to submit a resume, please contact om@stmartinscp.org or 
call the church office, 608-798-2777.  (09/12/18) 

Keyboardist Position—McFarland Lutheran Church - McFarland, WI  
McFarland Lutheran Church is seeking an organist/pianist to provide music for 2 Sunday worship services. This 
person would also accompany choir rehearsals one evening a week, and accompany choir performances on 
Sunday morning. The position is approximately 10 hours/week. Please contact Pastor Tim Dean at 608-838-3184 
or tdean@mcfarlandlutheran.org for more information and to apply.  (09/04/18) 
 
Director of Music – St. John’s Lutheran – Prairie du Sac 
St. John’s is seeking an individual who will serve as our organist and choir director.  The position is 18 
hours/week.  Major responsibilities include playing for Sunday worship and conducting three choirs (two adult 
choirs and one youth choir).  Principle instrument for Sunday worship is the organ.  Send applications to St. 
John’s Lutheran Church – 100 Oak Street, Prairie du Sac, WI, 53578.  Contact Rev. Fred Rilling 
at fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org for more information.  Full job description can be found at 
http://www.stjohnssaukprairie.org/music-director/   (09/04/18) 

 
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Reedsburg, Wisconsin Seeks An Organist 
Organist will play two to three times per month for Sunday worship at 8 & 10 AM.  The ideal candidate will 
possess some knowledge of Lutheran hymnody and liturgy.  If interested contact the church office at            
608-254-9763 or email office@sjrdb.com.   (08/28/18) 
 
ELCA Foundation is Searching for a Director of Gift Planning.                                                                                   
There are two key responsibilities for this leadership position: Through the direct supervision of a national staff of 
about 20 regional gift planners (coaching and managing), lead and manage a robust fund-raising program to 
identify, cultivate, solicit and steward prospective donors of current and planned gifts; and Manage the 
business relationships with ministry partner organizations through on-site visits. This position is located in Chicago 
and reports to the Executive Vice President of the Foundation. It requires about 30% travel, visiting regional gift 
planners, donors, and ministry partnerships. Application, resume and cover letter should be submitted through 
the ELCA job board. Inquiries about the position may be directed, in confidence, to Gaye Lindfors of Significant 
Solutions, Inc., the consultant assisting with this search.  Link:  gaye@significantsolutionsinc.com 

 
 
Financial Secretary - East Koshkonong (Cambridge) 
The Financial Secretary will process the financial information for the East Koshkonong Lutheran Church in an 
accurate and timely manner, while ensuring proper accounting principles are applied.  A complete job 
description is available at www.eastkoshkonong.org  (07/03/18) 

 
Part-Time Church Secretary – Shepherd of the Hills (New Glarus) 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church is seeking an individual for six hours per week to provide a welcoming, 
confidential, and positive environment for all visitors to the church office.  Main duties include preparing 
worship folders, the monthly newsletter, and maintaining church records.  Excellent language skills and 
knowledge of Microsoft Publisher and Word are preferred.  Please email the Rev. Gene Talley at 
revtalley@gmail.com for details.  (05/30/18) 

 
Part-Time Youth and Family Ministry Director – New Hope Lutheran Church (Blanchardville / Hollandale) 
Seeking an individual gifted in working with youth and who values cross-generational learning and social 



opportunities to coordinate faith formation for youth and families. We are looking for an individual who has a 
heart for sharing God's love with all people.  The desired candidate will work with the pastor, staff, and 
volunteers to plan and carry out faith formation experiences for youth and their families.  Experience working in 
a church setting or in education is helpful. This position is 15 hours/week and while hours are mostly flexible, work 
on Wednesday evenings and Sundays is required.   A full job description is available at newhopelutheran.info  
(10/12/17) 
 
Wisconsin Council of Churches Employment Opportunities 
https://www.wichurches.org/resources/employment-opportunities/ 
 
 
At-A-Glance Future Synod Events:   
 
Please see the Congregational Events page on the Synod’s EVENTS page of the 
website for more events that will be hosted by congregations of our synod.  
Thanks!  http://www.scsw-elca.org/congregational_events.aspx 
 

LEAD 2019 -  MARCH 9, 2018    
  

Leadership Education and Development Day “LEAD” will be held on Saturday, March 9.  This is a changed date 
from March 2, which was published earlier in What Matters.   Please correct this in your calendar, as you don’t 
want to miss the synod’s most popular learning event! It will still be held at Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Mount Horeb from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.    
   
November 22-23 - Thanksgiving - Synod Office Closed 
 
November 29 - Church History   
 
December 2 - Racial Equity Ministry Event “History of the Ho-Chunk People” - New Life Church (Madison) 
 
December 12 - Synod Assembly Planning Team Meeting - Synod office (Madison) 
 
December 24 through January 2 - Synod office closed for Christmas and New Year’s 
 
January 12 - WELCA Update and Sharing - St. John’s (Oregon)   
  
January 19 - WELCA Update and Sharing - Dekorra (Poynette)   
 
2019 - LEAD - Saturday, March 9 (Leadership, Education & Development Day) - Evangelical LC (Mount Horeb) 
 
2019 - SYNOD ASSEMBLY - Saturday & Sunday, May 4 & 5 - Marriott Hotel & Convention Center (Middleton) 
 

Updates on Congregations in the Call Process and Rostered Leader Updates  
Call process and roster changes are updated on the synod website monthly. Please 
keep these congregations and rostered leaders in your prayers.   This is now updated!   
We apologize for the delays:  Link: http://scsw-elca.org/resources/callprocess/ 
 
 

Prayers 
 
Of healing: 
For Rev. Jeff Tomberlin (St. Martin’s - Cross Plains) who is in the hospital undergoing tests.   
 
Youth and Family Network Ministry Team: 

• Robyn Koehler, Member at St. James Lutheran Church in Verona 
• Lisa Lee, Member at St. Matthew New Life Lutheran Church in Madison 

 
Pastors and Congregations in our Synod: 

§ Rev. Elisa Brandt, Pastor, and members of St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Monona 



§ Rev. John Tabaka, Pastor, and members of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Monroe 
 
Neighboring Synods: 

• Bishop Steven Ullestad and the congregations of the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA 
 
Churchwide Partners:   

• Rev. Joseph K Chu, Associate Program Director, Lutheran Disaster Response, Domestic Mission at the 
ELCA Lutheran Center, Chicago, IL 

• Dr. Ryan Cumming,  Program Director, Hunger Education, ELCA World Hunger, Mission Advancement at 
the ELCA Lutheran Center, Chicago, IL 

 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Ordination during this 
coming week:  

• Susan Beadle, December 02, 1990, Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church in DeForest, 
pastorsuebeadle@gmail.com 

• Gerald Buss, December 04, 1988, On Leave from Call, In Monona, jerry.buss34@gmail.com 
• Gloria Stubitsch, December 04, 2010, Synod Call-Specialized, Agrace Hospice Care in Fitchburg, 

gstubitsch@gmail.com 
 
We give thanks at this time for the ministry of those who celebrate their anniversary of Commissioning or 
Consecration: 

• None this week. 
 
May these leaders continue to be blessed for service. 
 
 

Congregational Newsletter Editors - please include this in your 
newsletters! 
 
WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events!	   
Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay connected to exciting events and stories 
of our faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, please email Assistant 
to the Bishop for Media, Communications & Leadership Development, Deacon 

Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.orgto be added to “What Matters.”    

 
 
Like Us on Facebook and you’ll share in awesome ministry by congregations in 
your synod, share great ideas and be inspired with selected scripture from 
your synod staff.   South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

 
Remember, when you see this symbol, this is a news item that should be put in your congregational 
newsletters!  Thanks for your partnership.  
 

Share your news.  If you have something you would like considered for publication in What Matters, send it 
to Communications & Event Manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, at vickih@scsw-elca.org.  
Visit our website:  www.scsw-elca.org 
 

Following Jesus, who commanded his followers, ‘Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another,’ and believing that all persons are created in the image of God, the South-Central Synod 
of Wisconsin, ELCA, strives to be fully inclusive for all. This synod welcomes people of every race, 
background, age, political affiliation, economic and social status, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, and mental and physical ability, while striving to enable all people to participate fully 
in the life and work of the church and its expressions.  


